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Easter Stories

Bob Hartman, 2005
Lion Publishing
hardback, 98pp, £9.99
illustrations: black and white drawings
ISBN 0-7459-4873-1
use: primary school / church / home

This book was written to help children understand
how Jesus could have been welcomed into Jerusalem
on Palm Sunday and then just five days later, be
condemned by the same crowd.

It retells the events of Holy Week in 23 short and very
readable stories (some which are only two pages long)
rejoicing in such titles as ‘Camels, Bugs and Dirty
Bowls’ and ‘Bread, Meat and Stinky Feet!’ The stories
describe the removal of the moneychangers in the
Temple, the arguments with the religious leaders, the
last supper, Peter’s denial, the crucifixion and resurrec-
tion of Jesus, the meeting on the road to Emmaus,
Thomas’ doubts, the breakfast on the beach and the
ascension of Jesus. The stories are well-paced, often
witty without being irreverent, and are easily acces-
sible to young readers. The author is an excellent
storyteller, as those familiar with his Lion Storyteller
Bible will already know, and he brings the characters
and events vividly to life. Children will be able to share
in the excitement, the drama and the joy of the events
of the week, and will find it easier to understand some
of the most important events in the Christian calendar.

The occasional black and white line drawings are very
appealing and add to the text.

This book can be read by children from the age of
seven for themselves, or they would enjoy listening to
it being read. It is eminently suitable for a school,
home or church context.

At the end of the book are some storytelling tips
showing how the reader can effectively encourage
audience participation in many of the stories. I, for
one, would love to join in! 

REVIEWER Marian Smith, Class Teacher and Subject Leader for RE and Music,
Elmgrove First School, Harrow, Middlesex.

Is God to Blame?

Gregory Boyd, 2004
Kingsway Communications
paperback, 211pp, £7.99
ISBN 1-842-91177-5
illustrations: none
use: ‘A’ Level philosophy

I guess I wasn’t unique in asking serious questions of
God following the tsunami on 26 December 2004.
Okay, I can cope with disasters that appear in some
way to have a man-made cause, but I’d always
believed that God had created a world ‘with which He
was well-pleased’. So what went wrong that fateful
Boxing Day? Why were 200,000 people washed to
their deaths?

Is God To Blame? opens with the true story of a devout
Christian couple who had prayed earnestly for a baby
and whose prayers were miraculously answered.
However, their joy was soon to turn to grief; the
longed-for baby died in childbirth. To add to their pain,
Christian friends could only advise them that there are
no accidents in God’s providence – the tragic events
are ‘all part of God’s will’ (p12).

Gregory Boyd bravely struggles with the problem of
human suffering and evil. He fiercely dismisses the
view that God somehow engineers suffering to teach
us a lesson. Instead, he urges us to see God through
the life and teaching of Jesus. Boyd then develops the
idea that we are in fact living in a situation of conflict
– between God and the devil; between good and evil.
As part of the Divine creative purpose God gave
humankind freedom of choice, but humankind chose
to live in opposition to God’s plan and purposes. In a
sense, therefore, God is currently frustrated and disap-
pointed and is waiting for the final victory when once
again He will have total control of His creation.

Why not read this thought-provoking book yourself…
and then give a copy to a thinking ‘A’ Level philosophy
student! 

REVIEWER David Edgington, Retired Head of RE at Watford Grammar 
School for Boys, Hertfordshire.
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Martyn Payne led a Barnabas Quiet Day in
partnership with ACT at the Church of the
Good Shepherd in Farnborough on Saturday
26 November 2005.

The event was attended by 11 teachers. Everyone
was very tired! However, that wasn’t surprising
given the fact that the Saturday in question fell in
the last half of the long autumn term. So it was
especially timely that those present had decided to
take this opportunity to ‘recharge their batteries’.

The day was designed to promote stillness rather
than activity; there was plenty of space and time for
quietness and prayer.

Martyn re-told three Bible stories with children at
the centre: the very young child (Samuel) who heard
God speaking; the older (prodigal) child who ran
away to see the world; and another child whose
picnic lunch was used by Jesus to feed thousands.
Each story was told using small figures and props in
the Godly Play tradition.

A ‘Quiet Day’ in Farnborough
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ACT news and reports

Rupert Kaye led a one-day workshop entitled ‘Christian approaches
to classroom management and challenging behaviour’ at Caversham
Hill Chapel in Reading on Saturday 29 October 2005.

On Saturday 19 November 2005 the annual
ACT conference was held at Carrs Lane
Church in Birmingham. 40 people attended.

The theme for the day – which was led by Trevor
and Margaret Cooling – was ‘Christian perspectives
on learning and teaching’. PowerPoint slides,
overhead transparencies, handouts, story bags, a
video clip and a number of practical exercises
brought the morning and afternoon sessions to life.

Everyone was invited to think of a ‘values moment’
– a time during the school day when a teacher is
given an opportunity to challenge or reinforce an
implicit or explicit value. Trevor warned that,
without Christian values, education was in danger of
producing ‘clever devils’ – students with academic

With the use of video clips, Rupert helped the
17 teachers who attended the day to think and
talk about managing pupil behaviour
‘Christianly’. He began by asking: What do we
mean by ‘challenging’ behaviour? He then
asked: What do we understand by terms like
‘freewill’, ‘rights’, ‘responsibilities’, ‘choices’,
‘consequences’, ‘discipline’, ‘sin’, ‘punishment’,
‘forgiveness’ and ‘redemption’? 

Those present were invited to reflect on their
own experiences as they considered: What role
does prayer play in the transformation of hearts,
minds, attitudes and actions? How can we bring
healing and wholeness to damaged lives? How
can we create classroom environments charac-
terised by love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control
and a positive attitude towards learning? 

Everyone – from newly qualified teachers in the
first term of their probationary year to senior
teachers with 30 years of classroom experience
– said how helpful, challenging and encouraging
the day had been. Many resolved that they
would be changing how and what they did in
school the following Monday in the light of
what they had learnt.

A final word of thanks goes to: Rupert Kaye
(ACT’s Chief Executive) for leading the day; and
Andrea Smith (Scripture Union schools worker
and ACT Local Contact for Reading) for organ-
ising the event and providing a delicious hot-
and-cold buffet lunch and bounteous tea-time
spread.

ACT Day 2005 in Birmingham

Rethinking behaviour management in Reading
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Please return this booking form to ACT, 94a London Road, St Albans, Herts, AL1 1NX
no later than ten days prior to the date of the event.
Please note: we need to know by this date in order to confirm the catering arrangements.

I wish to book a place on the following Saturday event: ______________________
Date of event

I am a member of ACT ACT Scotland ACTW NIACT

I enclose a cheque (made payable to ‘ACT’) for £12.50 or £7.50

Please tick as appropriate 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Please print

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Postcode: _________________ Tel:____________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________________

I work at: __________________________________________________________________
School / College name

My dietary (or other) requirements: vegetarian vegan gluten free

other: _____________________________________________________________________
please specify

BO
O
KI

N
G
 F

O
RM

Cost: £12.50 for non-ACT members / £7.50
for members of ACT, ACT Scotland, ACTW
or NIACT. Lunch and refreshments are
included in the price.

Booking: Photocopy and complete the
booking form at the bottom of this page and
post it to the ACT office, attaching a cheque
payable to ‘ACT’. Please use a separate form
for each event you wish to book a place on.

Time: All of the Saturday events listed here
start at 10.30am and finish at 3.30pm.

Saturday 25 February 2006
Christian approaches to classroom
management and challenging 
behaviour – Led by Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Llan Retreat House, Twitchen, Clunbury,
Craven Arms, Shropshire, SY7 0HN

Saturday 11 March 2006
Preparing for Lent and Easter in the
primary school – Led by Martyn Payne
(BRF’s Barnabas schools ministry team)

At: Woodgreen Evangelical Church,
Hastings Drive, Worcester, Worcestershire,
WR4 0SR

Saturday 18 March 2006
Christian approaches to classroom
management and challenging 
behaviour – Led by Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: All Saints’ Church, Main Road South,
Dagnall, Nr Dunstable, Buckinghamshire,
HP4 1QX

Saturday 25 March 2006 
Take a Break: a quiet day for 
Christians working in education –
Led by Lucy Moore (BRF’s Barnabas
schools ministry team)

At: St John’s Old Vicarage, St John’s Hill,
Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 1HS

Saturday 6 May 2006
Christian approaches to classroom
management and challenging 
behaviour – Led by Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Sawyers Church, Sawyers Hall Lane,
Brentwood, Essex, CM15 9BN

Saturday 13 May 2006 
Christian perspectives on learning 
and teaching – Led by Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: a venue (tbc) in Havering, Essex

Saturday 20 May 2006 
Christian perspectives on learning 
and teaching – Led by Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: a venue (tbc) in Newcastle, Tyne & Wear

Saturday 24 June 2006
Take a Break: a quiet day for 
Christians working in education –
Led by Martyn Payne (BRF’s Barnabas
schools ministry team)

At: Hartlip Methodist Church, The Street,
Hartlip, Nr Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 7TG

ACT Saturday events

The day ended with a short time of worship, which
allowed those present to share some of the things
God had been saying to them during the day.

A final word of thanks goes to: David Grant (of
Inter-FACE and Farnborough ACT Group) for organ-
ising the event; Martyn Payne (BRF’s Barnabas
schools ministry team) for leading the day; and
Angela Lythgoe (a local ex-teacher) for her excellent
hospitality throughout the day. The food was
outstanding. This was certainly a day for feeding
body and soul!

qualifications but without a sense of right from
wrong. Margaret modelled a number of classroom
activities designed to help teachers stimulate
thinking and discussion in order to make values
more explicit to students.

The ACT Day is, of course, much more than an
opportunity to gather together to hear what excel-
lent speakers have to say. ACT members attend this
annual event because they want to meet old friends
and make new ones; to share in fellowship and
worship; to be encouraged and inspired; and to learn
more about what ACT is doing and where it is
going.

At the ACT Annual General Meeting reports were
received from Nicole Ishmael (ACT Treasurer), Phil
Mellen (ACT Overseas Secretary) and Rupert Kaye
(ACT Chief Executive). The ACT accounts for
2004–2005 and a motion to retain ACT’s existing
auditors were both unanimously supported by the
meeting, as was a proposal to accept all 29 of the
special resolutions to amend ACT’s Memorandum
and Articles of Association that had been drafted by
ACT’s Board of Directors in conjunction with the
Association’s lawyers.

As usual, the closing worship time included a prayer
of rededication for ACT and its members.
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Wednesday 11
I am hopeful that more money might be coming to
cheer up my staff. Last evening I heard a speech
by junior education minister Lord Hermes to
Loamshire heads. He reviewed the gloomy prophe-
cies about 1911 given by academics and tea-leaf
readers. Widespread strikes, continuing gender
conflicts and troubles about Ireland, and the threat
of a general European war are all on people’s
minds, together with political uncertainty following
two close general elections. Also, earthquakes (like
San Francisco), volcanic eruptions (like Krakatoa),
meteorite catastrophes (like Siberia) and ’flu
pandemics, are among the forecast natural hazards
causing widespread fear. The only answer, said
Lord Hermes, was education, education, education.
Teachers are the saviours of the world. How much,
I wondered, are world saviours paid?

Thursday 12
Ms Oakenstaff suggested to me that the slight drop
in truancy in the last quarter of 1910 could be
attributed to the Government’s healthy food policy.
She thought the children might have a more stren-
uous approach to learning, while also lacking the
mental energy to devise ways of bunking off. So
she really is preparing for headship interviews.

Friday 13
Canon Thunderton-Armstrong, our Chair of
Governors, asked my advice about a letter he’d
received from an organisation calling itself ‘Quiet
End, the militant wing of the Society of Friends’. It
warned him that he could be a target in the armed
struggle against the Book of Common Prayer. He
hoped it was a hoax, perhaps staged by our
children, but wondered if he should take it
seriously. I assured him that our children were not
involved. The new diet left them no mental energy
to devise such japes. He’d better inform the police.

■ Leonard Bookman

January 1911

Monday 9
Some staff turbulence surfaced today. My Deputy,
Ms Oakenstaff confided to me that she had been at
the school too long. In career terms she is right,
but we would be lost without her. She is a superb
professional. Moreover, her militant feminism
seems to have mellowed. Last week she allowed
me to hold a door open while she carried a heavy
desk along the corridor. Mr Peel apologised for low
teaching performance due to depression. His old
school, Eton College, is proposing to abolish the
birch. Melinda Cartwright, Media Studies Co-
ordinator, told me she needs higher pay and is
considering becoming a film actress.

Tuesday 10
Norman Tykeswater in Y4 was in the sickroom this
morning feeling faint before a reading test. My
secretary, Mrs Lamplady, diagnosed blood sugar
deficiency. The new healthy food regime is
suspected of causing the lower test results noted
and deplored in primary schools last year. When
breakfast has been celery and water there seems to
be an unusual lassitude in the school. Nevertheless,
the purge of unhealthy eating goes on. Two neigh-
bouring schools have been visited by the food
police. Apparently, PCs Jamie and Oliver were
tipped off by moles among the pupils. Heads are
watching out for thin children who, they suspect,
are taking food phobias to the authorities.
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The National Christian
Headteachers’
Conference
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TThhee NNaattiioonnaall CChhrriissttiiaann
HHeeaaddtteeaacchheerrss’’
CCoonnffeerreennccee
supported by the
Association of Christian
Teachers, The Stapleford
Centre and The
Independent Schools
Christian Alliance.

Thursday 2 February to
Saturday 4 February 2006

Harben House 
Conference Centre,

Newport Pagnell,
near Milton Keynes

Christian Headteachers and members of
School Leadership Teams

Using professional strengths spiritually
Developing spiritual gifts professionally

Flame
Fan into 

Workforce Remodelling, School Improvement Partners,
Prioritising, Satisfying parents and governors, Falling
Rolls, Balancing budgets, Every Child Matters,
Restructuring for Teaching and Learning Responsibilities
… meeting such demands requires every resource
available! As Paul prayed for Timothy, this conference
offers Christians in school leadership the opportunity to
fan into flame the gifts God has given.

SPEAKERS
Steve Egan
Director of Finance and
Corporate Resources at HEFCE
(Higher Education Funding
Council for England)

Neil Suggett
Headteacher of Hayes Park
School, Hillingdon and a
research associate with the
NCSL

• Single: £245
• Double: £420
• All rooms ensuite
• Day rates on request
• £50 non-returnable

deposit payable on
booking

COST

Register on-line at www.e-stapleford.co.uk/signups click on conferences
or contact The Stapleford Centre for a booking form

Tel: 0115 939 6270 Email: conferences@stapleford-centre.org

Special Event: An evening with Springs Dance Company
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The Heart of England CRE gets you this close 

The Heart of England Christian Resources Exhibition 
puts you face to face with all that equips, enables and empowers. 
Stoneleigh Park, near Coventry. 
8th-10th February 2006.
Book in advance and save between 20% & 40%
at www.creonline.co.uk 
or call 01844 271 476 for brochures.
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prayers for places
A C T  P R A Y E R  D I A R Y  1  J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 6  –  3 1  M A Y  2 0 0 6 Prayers for places is made up of groups of prayers

which focus on educational concerns in a specific region
of the world. Because these prayers are not date-specific
you are free to pray as you feel led – perhaps focusing on
a single region or even a single prayer request for a
whole week at a time.

Malaysia Goh Kai Lian of TCF (Teachers’ Christian
Fellowship) says: ‘Pray for more committed Christians,
especially males, to take up teaching as a lifelong
vocation and for God to preserve a remnant of His
people in an increasingly Muslim-dominated profession.’

India Alastair Reid, Principal at Hebron School, Ooty,
says: ‘Praise God that we have had an excellent monsoon
this year which should mean adequate water supplies in
the drier months (January-May).’

Malaysia Goh Kai Lian of TCF (Teachers’ Christian
Fellowship) says: ‘Pray for more committed Christian
school teachers and part-timers to take up the challenge
to teach Bible Knowledge as an examination subject to
senior high school students throughout the country. Last
year more than 600 students sat for this public examina-
tion. The setting and marking of the paper are fully
funded by the government.’

Sri Lanka Rod Gilbert, Principal at Trinity College,
Kandy says: ‘Please pray that changes in the senior
management team at the college will bring blessings to
staff and students. Ask for God’s peace for those who are
worried about these changes.’

Malaysia Goh Kai Lian of TCF (Teachers’ Christian
Fellowship) says: ‘Pray that younger Christian educators
will respond to God’s call to join the TCF Executive
Committee. Most of the present committee members are
nearing the mandatory retirement age.’

Indonesia Gwyneth Jones, Jakarta Theological College,
says: ‘Pray for Revd Rohnypasu as she switches from full-
time post-grad student at the Jakarta Theological College,
to full-time lecturer at Servant of the Word Theological
College, Medan. Revd Rohnypasu has a toddler and a
husband to care for as well.’

Malaysia Goh Kai Lian of TCF (Teachers’ Christian
Fellowship) says: ‘Pray for God’s choice of servants to
spearhead and develop the work of the Mandarin-speak-
ing TCF vis-a-vis the increasing popularity of Chinese
schools over the national-type or Malay-medium schools.’

Asia, Australasia & Oceania
EurECA (European Educators’
Christian Association) has a new
website (www.eureca-online.org).
Ask that God will use this resource
to bless Christian teachers. Ask His
protection for the site and those who
work to write and translate informa-
tion in English, French and German.

Bulgaria AUH (the Association of
Christian Teachers in Bulgaria) asks
us to commit to the Lord plans to
organise more conferences and
seminars for Christian teachers. Pray
that God will lead the way and that
finances will be forthcoming.

Cyprus David and Margaret
Judson and two of their colleagues

will soon be retiring from their work
for MECO (Middle Eastern Christian
Outreach). Ask for a smooth hand-
over to two new couples who are
going to replace them. Commit
future plans to the Lord.

Lebanon Matt Parker and the staff
at Dar el Awlad School ask us to
pray for effective helping strategies
as they minister to – and teach – ‘at
risk’ children (from ten nationalities).
Above all, ask that the children will
come to know the transforming
power and love of Jesus.

Slovakia Chris Elston asks prayer
for wisdom in handling an English
Proficiency class with a wide ability

range. Chris is seeking God’s
guidance about a possible move to
Serbia. Pray also for Chris’ eyesight
– it is still a source of inconvenience
and concern.

Lebanon Matt Parker and the staff
at Dar el Awlad School ask us to
pray that the new Staff Training
Centre will be well-used. Pray for
the school as it looks to recruit two
new teachers and a new House
Parent in the near future.

EurECA (European Educators’
Christian Association) Please pray
for the working conference in Graz,
Austria, focussing on curriculum
issues (25–28 May 2006).

Europe & the Near East

Tanzania Richard Feather says: ‘Thank God
that the school year at Haven of Peace
Academy, Dar es Salaam, started really well
under our the new academic management
team. We are thankful to God for the unity in
the [mixed-culture] management team and
within the teaching staff as a whole.’

Uganda Pray for Charles Kamwesigye,
National Coordinator for the Uganda Christian
Teachers’ Association, and his colleagues as
they seek to discern God’s will for ways to
serve and support UCTA members.

Kenya Ann Lipson says: ‘Please pray for our
school, Dreamland Education Centre – a
private Christian Primary School. Most schools
in Kenya give the children lessons throughout
the holidays – this is because in Kenya league
tables are very important! At Dreamland, we
feel children should have time to rest and be
with their families, so we need our children to
do well in exams to show that non-stop lessons
are not the best way to organise education.’

Tanzania Richard Feather says: ‘Thank God
for the range of families who attend Haven of
Peace Academy, Dar es Salaam. Please pray
that the school would clearly display God’s
glory both to Christian families and others.
Please pray too for the healthy establishment
of a Sixth Form in the school.’

Kenya Ann Lipson says: ‘We thank God for
some work on our muddy road to our school,
Dreamland Education Centre. About half of
the 3km has been murrammed (repaired) so
far. Pray the rest will be completed soon.’

Uganda Helen Vanstone started work as
headteacher at Wellspring Primary School in
Kampala last October. Pray for her in her new
post. Thank God for the prayer support she is
receiving from her Christian friends and church
family in the UK.

Tanzania Richard Feather says: ‘Pray that 
the work of Haven of Peace Academy, Dar es
Salaam, will be well-known in the UK,
especially amongst potential teachers. Our
school has lots of contacts in the USA but very
few in the UK.’

Africa

Mexico & Central America
are disaster-prone areas. This region
was badly affected by last year’s
hurricanes. Pray especially that
children from poor families will be
able to go back to school.

USA Remember schools and
education facilties in New Orleans
and the Southern States as they
recover from the hurricanes of last
year. Pray for wise use of funds.
Pray also for a healing of communi-
ties – that people may overcome
their feelings of fear and abandon-
ment.

Chile Give thanks for Scripture
Union’s plans to provide a cyber
cafe for adolescents and plans for

new ministry opportunities over the
next ten years.

South & Central America Pray
for private Christian schools like St
Andrew’s College in Asuncion,
Paraguay; St Paul’s in Vina del Mar,
Chile; the International School in
Arequipa, Peru; St Lucas in
Arequipa, Peru; and others. All need
to find pupils – not an easy task
given the current financial climate in
this part of the world.

Colombia Give thanks for the
opening of a children’s community
library in Medellin. Praise God for
its popularity with the local children.
Ask for more volunteers who can
cope with class visits from local

schools. Pray that this outreach will
touch hearts for God.

Chile Praise God for the successful
completion of the first stage of
rebuilding at St Paul’s School in Vina
del Mar. Pray for the headteacher,
Nicolas Gana, and give thanks for
the visit of Jean Marshall, now
recovered from cancer, who had
been acting head.

Argentina Remember Chris and
Helena Wallis, and the team
working on the Anglican Education
Programme developing literacy
materials for schools in the Wichi
language. Pray for all who witness to
Christ in the Chaco area of
Northern Argentina.

North, Central & South America
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The four Associations of Christian Teachers in
the UK Pray for the ministries of ACT, ACT
Scotland, ACTW and NIACT.

ACT Local Groups Pray that through ACT’s network
of local groups God will richly bless Christians working
in education. Ask that God will raise up many more
Local Contacts and Event Organisers to carry out His
work.

Havering and District ACT Group Barbara
Gatherum says: ‘We ask that the paperwork needed for
our associate schools’ worker will be completed
quickly, so that the person of God’s choice can be in
post. Also, thank God for Richard Shaw. Ask that he
will receive support to help him cope with his
demanding work schedule.’

Senior Volunteer Network John Crump, Executive
Director of SVN says: ‘Give thanks for the projects
around the world completed in 2005. Countries
included: South Africa, Malawi, Gambia, Chad, Iraq
and Thailand. We thank God for successful projects
and the safety of all those involved.’

Journal of Education and Christian Belief John
Shortt and David Smith, editors of JE&CB, say: ‘Pray
for a good number of submissions for the first themed
issue planned for Autumn 2006. The theme is:
Spirituality, Justice and Pedagogy.’

Jan Hodgkinson is ACT’s secretary. She updates the
ACT website, coordinates reviews for ACT’s online
Digest magazine, collates prayer requests for the ACT
Prayer Diary and helps to produce ACT Now magazine.
Please pray for her today.

Senior Volunteer Network John Crump, Executive
Director of SVN says: ‘We have received 12 requests
for 2006. A number of projects are in schools in Africa
and India. Please pray that volunteers will hear the call
of God and sign up to take part in this work.’

Journal of Education and Christian Belief Give
thanks that good quality articles are showing a signifi-
cant increase in number and for reduced pressure on
the editors when coming up to printing deadlines. Pray
for the increasing influence of JE&CB in the world of
educational thinking.

Carol Horne is ACT’s Office Manager. She oversees
the smooth running of the office, responds to day-to-
day office enquiries, keeps ACT's membership records
up-to-date and manages the Association’s finances.
Please pray for her today.

Christian teaching assistants, classroom assis-
tants, lab technicians, counsellors, learning
mentors, etc need prayer as they serve God in their
work with children and adults. Pray for all who love the
Lord Jesus Christ and serve Him in their work with
children and adults.

Student teachers Pray for Christians training to
teach. Ask that God will bring them into contact with
Christian teachers and lecturers who can help them to
apply their living faith to their work.

Politicians and policy makers Pray that Christians
holding positions of influence might be loving,
compassionate, wise, bold and honest – bringing
honour to God and hope to the people they serve.

Today’s young people are congregated in schools,
with teachers who are hard pressed to meet curriculum
targets. Pray that the Holy Spirit, too, will be there,
opening eyes to Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Advice and media opportunities often require quick
thinking and God’s inspiration and overruling for
accurate and telling communications. Pray for Rupert
Kaye, ACT’s Chief Executive, in these roles. Ask that he
will be enabled to articulate up-to-date information
with a caring, Christian voice.

Newly qualified teachers (NQTs) need support and
encouragement throughout their probationary year.

Principals, headteachers and senior managers
need to be blessed with wisdom and humility in all
they do – able to lead and serve in equal measure.

Students in debt Pray for those who leave university
owing thousands of pounds in student debts. Pray that
politicians and policy makers will seek a just way
forward, which is sensitive to the needs of individual
students and financially prudent for the nation as a
whole.

The education press Pray that Christian views and
sensitivities will be reported fairly and accurately.

Teachers in pupil referral units work with students
with extreme behavioural and/or learning needs. Pray
that Christian teachers in PRUs will demonstrate the
Fruit of the Spirit day by day.

Schools and colleges seeking to appoint new staff
need our prayers. So, too, do Christians applying for
new posts. Ask that all Christians working in education
will be open to God’s guidance at this time.

Christian schools’ workers Pray for the continuing
influence of Christian schools’ workers and for the
impact they make on the lives of young people (and
their teachers).

Christian supply teachers need to be blessed with
the full armour of God as they enter unknown territory.
Pray that they will be welcomed, supported and valued
by the schools they serve.

Non-Christian teachers Pray that they might come
to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. Pray
for the effective witness of Christian teachers to their
non-Christian colleagues and for an openness to hear
the Gospel message.

Exam stress Lift to the Lord all those young people
and adults (whether teachers or learners) who suffer
anxiety and illness due to the pressure and stress of
preparing for, and sitting, examinations – may God’s
love and peace calm frayed nerves and put things into
perspective, allowing those who sit exams to give of
their best. Pray also for those who set, invigilate and
mark examination papers – that they will be honest
and professional in their work.

Senior teachers Pray for those teachers who have
embarked on (or are thinking of starting) the NPQH
(National Professional Qualification for Headship)
course which requires a real commitment in terms of
time, energy and support from family members for
anything up to two years. Pray for those who are
testing whether they are being called to be part of a
school/college Senior Management Team or to serve
as a Headteacher/Principal.

Education lecturers and researchers Ask that
more Christians will be drawn into universities,
colleges and institutes where they might become

beacons of inspiration and encouragement to
Christians working elsewhere in the educational arena.

Schools and colleges facing inspection Pray for
students, parents, teachers and governors at these
stressful times. Ask God to strengthen Christian
teachers and educational leaders so they can be a
source of encouragement to those around them.

School and college inspectors Pray they will be
honest and fair in their judgements and sensitive and
encouraging in their feedback. Pray especially for
Christian inspectors, asking that God will use them for
His purpose.

School and college administrative staff,
caretakers, cooks, cleaners, etc Lift to the Lord all
who provide services in education which benefit
learners of all ages. Pray that their contribution is
never trivialised and that their professional and
personal needs are not overlooked. Thank God
especially for Christians in these positions and for their
witness in schools, colleges and universities.

All schools and colleges carry enormous public
expectations, as though they could save the world if
they were properly run. Pray that the standards and
values expected of schools will be backed up in family
and public life.

Educational provision in UK prisons is chronically
under-funded and under-staffed. Ask that God will
strengthen and protect the Christian teachers who
work in prisons. Pray that they will bring new hope to
prisoners. Ask also that more Christians will be called
by God into this often overlooked area of educational
ministry.

Chaplains working in schools, colleges and
universities Pray that they might bring God’s
guidance and comfort to those with whom they work.

Teachers in small, rural schools often feel lonely
and isolated. Training courses and support networks
are not always sensitive to their needs or sympathetic
to their workload. Pray they will receive support and
encouragement.

School governors Thank God for the many hundreds
of Christians who are effective and influential school
governors. Pray for their ongoing work and witness.

Education in the United Kingdom
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Prayers by date lists date-specific prayer
concerns so you can pray for meetings and
special events just before they take place.

prayers by date

January 2006
Trevor Cooling takes up his post as Director

of the Transforming Lives programme. Pray for him as
he works with ACT and The Stapleford Centre to
promote teaching as a vocation.

2006 marks the 35th anniversary of the
founding of the Association of Christian Teachers. It
is also 80 years since its precursor, the Christian
Teachers’ Prayer Bond, was established in 1926. Pray
for ACT and its members during this special birthday
year.

The Senior Volunteer Network (SVN)
celebrates its 10th anniversary in 2006. Please pray
for the celebrations that will take place this year.

FEISA (The Faculty of Early Years Teacher
Training) in Asuncion, Paraguay, will be registering a
new intake of students. Pray there will be enough
students and that they will have the right gifts and
experience to make the group viable. Pray also that
the training will eventually be recognised as having
university-level status. Remember the headteacher,
Estela de Lopez, and her staff.

In January the Haven of Peace Academy,
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, begins the process of
recruiting people to join the staff in September 2006.
Please pray for wisdom for the Director, Steve O’Neil,
as he reads applications and assesses references. Ask
that God will bring the right people to the school. (For
details, visit: www.hopac.net)

Christian Education Theory Conference at
The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire.
The theme is Teaching for Shalom. Pray that everyone
attending will be greatly blessed by this event.

6–8

3

2

1

1

1

Rochester area Local ACT Group meets this
evening at Helen Dickinson’s house to share news
and concerns and pray together. (T: 01634 722487 
E: johnhelen@fish.co.uk)

ACT Board residential weekend at High
Leigh, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire. Pray for God’s
guidance, encouragement and inspiration.

February 2006
Christian Headteachers’ Conference in

Newport Pagnell. The conference title is Fan into
Flame: using professional strengths spiritually, developing
spiritual gifts professionally. This event is organised
jointly by ACT, The Stapleford Centre and TISCA.

ACT Scotland Executive Committee meets
in Edinburgh. Please pray that Godly wisdom will
direct all discussions.

Hebron School, Ooty, India, begins a new
school year.

East Grinstead ACT Group meets today.
There will be a Welcome Tea and Time of Sharing at
5pm followed by an Education Sunday Service at
Trinity Methodist Church, East Grinstead at 6.30pm.
All are welcome. (T: 01342 32337
E: graham@bradbury6686.freeserve.co.uk)

Parent-teacher consultations at Haven of
Peace Academy, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Pray that
these meetings will bear fruit in the lives of the
students and show God’s glory to their families.

Education Sunday is today. Pray that
churches across the country will use this as an oppor-
tunity to celebrate, support and pray for Christians
involved in education.

Meeting of the CJEPC (Churches Joint
Education Policy Committee) Education Sunday
Steering Group. Rupert Kaye will be representing
ACT.

21

12
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2–4

20–22

13

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day
in Shropshire. Pray for those attending the event and
for Rupert as he speaks about Christian approaches to
classroom management and challenging behaviour.

March 2006
In South and Central America the new

school year generally starts in March. Pray that
schools will be adequately staffed and that learning
conditions and educational standards will improve,
especially in state schools serving the poorest and
most disadvantaged communities.

Martyn Payne is leading a Barnabas-ACT
training day in Worcestershire. Pray for those
attending the event and for Martyn as he speaks
about Preparing for Lent and Easter in the primary
school.

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training 
day in Bedfordshire. Pray for those attending the
event and for Rupert as he speaks about Christian
approaches to classroom management and challenging
behaviour.

Lucy Moore is leading a Barnabas-ACT
quiet day in Suffolk entitled Take a Break: a quiet day
for Christians working in education. Ask that God will
bless and refresh all those attending this retreat.

ACT Scotland will be supporting the Getting
God to Work conference, led by Mark Greene, at
Jordanhill Campus, Glasgow. This event is sponsored
by CARE for Scotland and Evangelical Alliance
Scotland.

April 2006
Meeting of the CJEPC (Churches Joint

Education Policy Committee) Education Sunday
Steering Group. Rupert Kaye will be representing
ACT.

7

25

25

18

11

1

25

Prayer requests We welcome prayer requests concerning
educational themes from Christians working in schools and
colleges in the UK and around the world. We also welcome news of
answered prayers.

Prayer Diary deadlines Prayers for 1 May to 
30 September 2006 ACT Prayer Diary and/or Prayer section 
of the ACT website to the ACT Office by 15 February 2006.

Prayers for 1 September 2006 to 31 January 2007 by 15 June
2006. Prayers for 1 January to 31 May 2007 by 15 October 2006.

Prayer promise Although we cannot guarantee 
that every prayer received by ACT will be included in this 
Prayer Diary or posted on the ACT website (www.christian-
teachers.org.uk), we do promise that every prayer request 
will be prayed for.

Please pray for the Easter Production at
Haven of Peace Academy, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.
Richard Feather says: ‘Ask that the truth of the cross
and the resurrection will powerfully impact the lives
of both the Christian and non-Christian students and
their families.’

Rochester area Local ACT Group meets 
this evening at Helen Dickinson’s house to share news
and concerns and pray together. (T: 01634 722487
E: johnhelen@fish.co.uk)

ACT, Christians in Science and The Staple-
ford Centre are holding a joint Saturday conference
entitled Towards a Christian Framework for Education.
Pray for everyone attending this event at  Christ
Church, Herne Bay, Kent.

May 2006
Please pray for John Shortt as he speaks at 

a conference for Christian teachers in Spain.

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day
in Brentwood. Pray for those attending the event and
for Rupert as he speaks about Christian approaches to
classroom management and challenging behaviour.

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day
in Havering. Pray for those attending the event and
for Rupert as he speaks about Christian perspectives on
learning and teaching.

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day
in Newcastle. Pray for those attending the event and
for Rupert as he speaks about Christian perspectives on
learning and teaching.

Pray for everyone attending the EurECA
(European Educators’ Christian Association) confer-
ence in Graz, Austria. The conference title is The
Christian worldview in schools – sharing experience,
materials, and practical ideas with Christians from all
over Europe.

25–28

20

13

6

1–2

29

21
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prayers for groups
Prayers for groups contains longer prayers
and meditations which can be used as they are
or adapted to suit a prayer meeting or an act 
of worship.

Please feel free to photocopy this meditation.

REMEMBER
each day you have exactly

the same number of minutes as…

Mother Teresa
Helen Keller

Martin Luther King
Gandhi.

Let every moment
be an opportunity to

create a memory
touch a life… light the way…

make a difference…
to make the ordinary

extraordinary…
to give hope.

Let Your Life
SPEAK.

The only way to 
determine our future

is to create it.

The choices and actions
we make today
have an impact

for the next ten years.

Therefore be strong 
and courageous.

Live so that when
other people think of integrity, enthusiasm,

commitment and caring,
they think of you.

The time is now.

The leader is you.

We are the
keepers and guardians

of the future of our nation.

If not the future 
of our nation,

then what?
If not now, when?
If not you, who?

Those who can, DO.
Those who can DO MORE,

TEACH.

Those who TEACH,
LEAD.

Those who can, do.
Those who can do more,

Teach.

Good teaching
comes from

the identity and integrity
of the teacher.

Who is the self who teaches?

Let Your Life
SPEAK

through your teaching.

Motives
Relationships

Gifts and Capabilities
Results… Fruit…

From caring comes courage.
Nurture your caring.

Criticize less, create more.

Hate less, love more.

Fear less, hope more.

Remember that the greatest
reward you get for your efforts
is not what you get for them

but what you become by them.

If you can’t find a way through
the crowd, make your own path.

Listen to your heart beating.

Don’t let the words you teach 
be at odds with what
you feel in your heart

and the way you live your life.

On the path of life
few signs are big or clear.

Just don’t get fooled
by the ones that say,

‘You can’t get there from here.’

Don’t settle for being

what you used to be
or have been.

Keep reaching for what
you can yet become.

© Teachers’ Christian Fellowship Malaysia 2004. This meditation was first published in IN STEP magazine (Volume 16, Issue 2)

Courage to Teach, Courage to Lead
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