














Education in the United Kingdom

The four Associations of Christian Teachers in
the UK Pray for the ministries of ACT, ACT
Scotland, ACTW and NIACT.

ACT Local Groups Pray that through ACT’s network
of local groups God will richly bless Christians working
in education. Ask that God will raise up many more
Local Contacts and Event Organisers to carry out His
work.

Havering and District ACT Group Barbara
Gatherum says: ‘We ask that the paperwork needed for
our associate schools” worker will be completed
quickly, so that the person of God’s choice can be in
post. Also, thank God for Richard Shaw. Ask that he
will receive support to help him cope with his
demanding work schedule.’

Senior Volunteer Network John Crump, Executive
Director of SVN says: ‘Give thanks for the projects
around the world completed in 2005. Countries
included: South Africa, Malawi, Gambia, Chad, Iraq
and Thailand. We thank God for successful projects
and the safety of all those involved.’

Journal of Education and Christian Belief John
Shortt and David Smith, editors of JE&CB, say: ‘Pray
for a good number of submissions for the first themed
issue planned for Autumn 2006. The theme is:
Spirituality, Justice and Pedagogy.

Jan Hodgkinson is ACT’s secretary. She updates the
ACT website, coordinates reviews for ACT’s online
Digest magazine, collates prayer requests for the ACT
Prayer Diary and helps to produce ACT Now magazine.
Please pray for her today.

Senior Volunteer Network John Crump, Executive
Director of SVN says: ‘We have received 12 requests
for 2006. A number of projects are in schools in Africa
and India. Please pray that volunteers will hear the call
of God and sign up to take part in this work.’

Journal of Education and Christian Belief Give
thanks that good quality articles are showing a signifi-
cant increase in number and for reduced pressure on
the editors when coming up to printing deadlines. Pray
for the increasing influence of JE&CB in the world of
educational thinking.

Carol Horne is ACT’s Office Manager. She oversees
the smooth running of the office, responds to day-to-
day office enquiries, keeps ACT's membership records
up-to-date and manages the Association’s finances.
Please pray for her today.

Christian teaching assistants, classroom assis-
tants, lab technicians, counsellors, learning
mentors, etc need prayer as they serve God in their
work with children and adults. Pray for all who love the
Lord Jesus Christ and serve Him in their work with
children and adults.

Student teachers Pray for Christians training to
teach. Ask that God will bring them into contact with
Christian teachers and lecturers who can help them to
apply their living faith to their work.

Politicians and policy makers Pray that Christians
holding positions of influence might be loving,
compassionate, wise, bold and honest — bringing
honour to God and hope to the people they serve.

Today’s young people are congregated in schools,
with teachers who are hard pressed to meet curriculum
targets. Pray that the Holy Spirit, too, will be there,
opening eyes to Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Advice and media opportunities often require quick
thinking and God’s inspiration and overruling for
accurate and telling communications. Pray for Rupert
Kaye, ACT’s Chief Executive, in these roles. Ask that he
will be enabled to articulate up-to-date information
with a caring, Christian voice.

Newly qualified teachers (NQTs) need support and
encouragement throughout their probationary year.

Principals, headteachers and senior managers
need to be blessed with wisdom and humility in all
they do — able to lead and serve in equal measure.

Students in debt Pray for those who leave university
owing thousands of pounds in student debts. Pray that
politicians and policy makers will seek a just way
forward, which is sensitive to the needs of individual
students and financially prudent for the nation as a
whole.

The education press Pray that Christian views and
sensitivities will be reported fairly and accurately.

Teachers in pupil referral units work with students
with extreme behavioural and/or learning needs. Pray
that Christian teachers in PRUs will demonstrate the
Fruit of the Spirit day by day.

Schools and colleges seeking to appoint new staff
need our prayers. So, too, do Christians applying for
new posts. Ask that all Christians working in education
will be open to God’s guidance at this time.

Christian schools’ workers Pray for the continuing
influence of Christian schools’ workers and for the
impact they make on the lives of young people (and
their teachers).

Christian supply teachers need to be blessed with
the full armour of God as they enter unknown territory.
Pray that they will be welcomed, supported and valued
by the schools they serve.

Non-Christian teachers Pray that they might come
to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. Pray
for the effective witness of Christian teachers to their
non-Christian colleagues and for an openness to hear
the Gospel message.

Exam stress Lift to the Lord all those young people
and adults (whether teachers or learners) who suffer
anxiety and illness due to the pressure and stress of
preparing for, and sitting, examinations — may God’s
love and peace calm frayed nerves and put things into
perspective, allowing those who sit exams to give of
their best. Pray also for those who set, invigilate and
mark examination papers — that they will be honest
and professional in their work.

Senior teachers Pray for those teachers who have
embarked on (or are thinking of starting) the NPQH
(National Professional Qualification for Headship)
course which requires a real commitment in terms of
time, energy and support from family members for
anything up to two years. Pray for those who are
testing whether they are being called to be part of a
school/college Senior Management Team or to serve
as a Headteacher/Principal.

Education lecturers and researchers Ask that
more Christians will be drawn into universities,
colleges and institutes where they might become

beacons of inspiration and encouragement to
Christians working elsewhere in the educational arena.

Schools and colleges facing inspection Pray for
students, parents, teachers and governors at these
stressful times. Ask God to strengthen Christian
teachers and educational leaders so they can be a
source of encouragement to those around them.

School and college inspectors Pray they will be
honest and fair in their judgements and sensitive and
encouraging in their feedback. Pray especially for
Christian inspectors, asking that God will use them for
His purpose.

School and college administrative staff,
caretakers, cooks, cleaners, etc Lift to the Lord all
who provide services in education which benefit
learners of all ages. Pray that their contribution is
never trivialised and that their professional and
personal needs are not overlooked. Thank God
especially for Christians in these positions and for their
witness in schools, colleges and universities.

All schools and colleges carry enormous public
expectations, as though they could save the world if
they were properly run. Pray that the standards and
values expected of schools will be backed up in family
and public life.

Educational provision in UK prisons is chronically
under-funded and under-staffed. Ask that God will
strengthen and protect the Christian teachers who
work in prisons. Pray that they will bring new hope to
prisoners. Ask also that more Christians will be called
by God into this often overlooked area of educational
ministry.

Chaplains working in schools, colleges and
universities Pray that they might bring God’s
guidance and comfort to those with whom they work.

Teachers in small, rural schools often feel lonely
and isolated. Training courses and support networks
are not always sensitive to their needs or sympathetic
to their workload. Pray they will receive support and
encouragement.

School governors Thank God for the many hundreds
of Christians who are effective and influential school
governors. Pray for their ongoing work and witness.
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prayers by date

Prayers by date lists date-specific prayer
concerns so you can pray for meetings and
special events just before they take place.

January 2006

@D Trevor Cooling takes up his post as Director
of the Transforming Lives programme. Pray for him as
he works with ACT and The Stapleford Centre to
promote teaching as a vocation.

@ 2006 marks the 35th anniversary of the
founding of the Association of Christian Teachers. It
is also 80 years since its precursor, the Christian
Teachers’ Prayer Bond, was established in 1926. Pray
for ACT and its members during this special birthday
year.

@D The Senior Volunteer Network (SVN)
celebrates its 10th anniversary in 2006. Please pray
for the celebrations that will take place this year.

@D FEISA (The Faculty of Early Years Teacher
Training) in Asuncion, Paraguay, will be registering a
new intake of students. Pray there will be enough
students and that they will have the right gifts and
experience to make the group viable. Pray also that
the training will eventually be recognised as having
university-level status. Remember the headteacher,
Estela de Lopez, and her staff.

(3 January the Haven of Peace Academy,
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, begins the process of
recruiting people to join the staff in September 2006.
Please pray for wisdom for the Director, Steve O’Neil,
as he reads applications and assesses references. Ask
that God will bring the right people to the school. (For
details, visit: www.hopac.net)

@ED Christian Education Theory Conference at
The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire.
The theme is Teaching for Shalom. Pray that everyone
attending will be greatly blessed by this event.

@ ED Rochester area Local ACT Group meets this
evening at Helen Dickinson’s house to share news
and concerns and pray together. (T: 01634 722487

E: johnhelen@fish.co.uk)

ACT Board residential weekend at High
Leigh, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire. Pray for God’s
guidance, encouragement and inspiration.

February 2006

Christian Headteachers’ Conference in
Newport Pagnell. The conference title is Fan into
Flame: using professional strengths spiritually, developing
spiritual gifts professionally. This event is organised
jointly by ACT, The Stapleford Centre and TISCA.

@D ACT Scotland Executive Committee meets
in Edinburgh. Please pray that Godly wisdom will
direct all discussions.

@ Hebron School, Ooty, India, begins a new
school year.

@ East Grinstead ACT Group meets today.
There will be a Welcome Tea and Time of Sharing at
5pm followed by an Education Sunday Service at
Trinity Methodist Church, East Grinstead at 6.30pm.
All are welcome. (T: 01342 32337

E: graham@bradbury6686.freeserve.co.uk)

@D Parent-teacher consultations at Haven of
Peace Academy, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Pray that
these meetings will bear fruit in the lives of the
students and show God’s glory to their families.

@ Education Sunday is today. Pray that
churches across the country will use this as an oppor-
tunity to celebrate, support and pray for Christians
involved in education.

@I Meeting of the CJEPC (Churches Joint
Education Policy Committee) Education Sunday
Steering Group. Rupert Kaye will be representing
ACT.

@D Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day
in Shropshire. Pray for those attending the event and
for Rupert as he speaks about Christian approaches to
classroom management and challenging behaviour.

March 2006

@ in South and Central America the new
school year generally starts in March. Pray that
schools will be adequately staffed and that learning
conditions and educational standards will improve,
especially in state schools serving the poorest and
most disadvantaged communities.

g Martyn Payne is leading a Barnabas-ACT
training day in Worcestershire. Pray for those
attending the event and for Martyn as he speaks
about Preparing for Lent and Easter in the primary
school.

@I Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training
day in Bedfordshire. Pray for those attending the
event and for Rupert as he speaks about Christian
approaches to classroom management and challenging
behaviour.

@D Lucy Moore is leading a Barnabas-ACT
quiet day in Suffolk entitled Take a Break: a quiet day
for Christians working in education. Ask that God will
bless and refresh all those attending this retreat.

@3 ACT Scotland will be supporting the Getting
God to Work conference, led by Mark Greene, at
Jordanhill Campus, Glasgow. This event is sponsored
by CARE for Scotland and Evangelical Alliance
Scotland.

April 2006

Meeting of the CJEPC (Churches Joint
Education Policy Committee) Education Sunday

Steering Group. Rupert Kaye will be representing
ACT.

Prayer requests We welcome prayer requests concerning
educational themes from Christians working in schools and
colleges in the UK and around the world. We also welcome news of
answered prayers.

Prayer Diary deadlines Prayers for | May to
30 September 2006 ACT Prayer Diary and/or Prayer section
of the ACT website to the ACT Office by I5 February 2006.

Please pray for the Easter Production at
Haven of Peace Academy, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.
Richard Feather says: ‘Ask that the truth of the cross
and the resurrection will powerfully impact the lives
of both the Christian and non-Christian students and
their families.”

@I Rochester area Local ACT Group meets

this evening at Helen Dickinson’s house to share news
and concerns and pray together. (T: 01634 722487

E: johnhelen@fish.co.uk)

@D ACT, Christians in Science and The Staple-
ford Centre are holding a joint Saturday conference
entitled Towards a Christian Framework for Education.
Pray for everyone attending this event at Christ
Church, Herne Bay, Kent.

May 2006

@ED Please pray for John Shortt as he speaks at
a conference for Christian teachers in Spain.

@D Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day
in Brentwood. Pray for those attending the event and
for Rupert as he speaks about Christian approaches to
classroom management and challenging behaviour.

@ED Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day
in Havering. Pray for those attending the event and
for Rupert as he speaks about Christian perspectives on
learning and teaching.

([ 20 ] Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day
in Newcastle. Pray for those attending the event and
for Rupert as he speaks about Christian perspectives on
learning and teaching.

@IET) Pray for everyone attending the EurECA
(European Educators’ Christian Association) confer-
ence in Graz, Austria. The conference title is The
Christian worldview in schools — sharing experience,
materials, and practical ideas with Christians from all
over Europe.

Prayers for | September 2006 to 31 January 2007 by 15 June
2006. Prayers for | January to 3| May 2007 by 15 October 2006.

Prayer promise Although we cannot guarantee
that every prayer received by ACT will be included in this
Prayer Diary or posted on the ACT website (www.christian-
teachers.org.uk), we do promise that every prayer request
will be prayed for.
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Prayers for groups contains longer prayers
and meditations which can be used as they are

p r aye rS fO I/‘ g ]/‘0 u p S & :1;};;33 t0 suit & prayer meeting or an act

Courage to Teach, Courage to Lead

Those who can, do.
Those who can do more,
Teach.

Good teaching
comes from
the identity and integrity
of the teacher.

Who is the self who teaches?

Let Your Life
SPEAK
through your teaching.

Motives
Relationships
Gifts and Capabilities
Results... Fruit...

From caring comes courage.
Nurture your caring.

Criticize less, create more.
Hate less, love more.
Fear less, hope more.

Remember that the greatest
reward you get for your efforts
is not what you get for them
but what you become by them.

If you can’t find a way through

the crowd, make your own path.

Listen to your heart beating.

Don't let the words you teach
be at odds with what
you feel in your heart

and the way you live your life.

On the path of life
few signs are big or clear.
Just don’t get fooled
by the ones that say,
‘You can’t get there from here.’

Don't settle for being
what you used to be
or have been.

Keep reaching for what
you can yet become.

Please feel free to photocopy this meditation.

REMEMBER
each day you have exactly
the same number of minutes as...

Mother Teresa
Helen Keller
Martin Luther King
Gandhi.

Let every moment
be an opportunity to

create a memory

touch a life... light the way...
make a difference...
to make the ordinary
extraordinary...
to give hope.

Let Your Life
SPEAK.

The only way to
determine our future
is to create it.

The choices and actions
we make today
have an impact

for the next ten years.

Therefore be strong
and courageous.

Live so that when

other people think of integrity, enthusiasm,

commitment and caring,
they think of you.

The time is now.
The leader is you.

We are the
keepers and guardians
of the future of our nation.

If not the future
of our nation,
then what?

If not now, when?
If not you, who?

Those who can, DO.
Those who can DO MORE,
TEACH.

Those who TEACH,
LEAD.

© Teachers’ Christian Fellowship Malaysia 2004. This meditation was first published in /N STEP magazine (Volume 16, Issue 2)






