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ACT PRAYER DIARY | JANUARY

2008 — 31 MAY 2008

prayers by date

Prayers by date lists date-specific prayer
concerns so you can pray for meetings and
special events just before they take place.

January 2008

@ Shedrack Musinguzi, National Coordinator
of the Uganda Christian Teachers’ Association, says:
‘Ask that 2008 will be prosperous for UCTA as we
expand the horizons of our operation. Pray that our
2008 Annual Plan will go well. Ask that God will
provide the financial and human resources needed to
implement it effectively.’

@FE2D John Crump, Director of the Senior
Volunteer Network says: ‘SVN will begin working
with HOPE International School in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia, from January to the end of February.
Areas to be covered include provision of a temporary
teacher for Year 3 and extra SEN support for a
number of students. Please pray.’

@)D Give thanks for the appointment of David
Morton as the new Director of The Stapleford Centre,
UK, and pray for him as he prepares to take up his
post this week. The Stapleford team give thanks for
the ten years since it was founded and for all the
many teachers (and their students) who have been
blessed through their Christian resource materials and
training courses.

Stapleford Centre Annual Education
Conference at The Hayes Conference Centre (4—6
January 2008). The conference theme is The earth is
the Lord’s; how then should we teach? Pray for the
speakers, Dave Bookless (National Director, A Rocha
UK) and Nick Spencer (Director of Studies, Theos), as
they consider a Christian perspective on education for
environmental and social sustainability.

@ 7re Journal of Education and Christian Belief
(JECB) Management Group meets today. Pray for
Andrew Palfreyman and Rupert Kaye as they repre-
sent ACT.

@I Education Sunday 2008. Pray that God will
bless special services in churches across England and
Wales today. For free Education Sunday resources,
please visit: www.educationsunday.org

@23 The Education Sunday Steering Group
meets today in London to plan for Education Sunday
2009. Pray for Rupert Kaye as he represents ACT.

ACT Board residential meeting in London.
ACT'’s Directors meet for the first time since the ACT
AGM in November for a time of fellowship, team-
building and training. Pray for them as they wait upon
the Lord. Ask that they receive the necessary
guidance, inspiration and confidence in order to make
strategic decisions about the future of the
Association.

Please pray for John Shortt, EurECA
(European Educators’ Christian Association)
Travelling Secretary, as he speaks at a national
Christian teachers’ conference in Denmark.

@ Isle of Wight ACT Group meeting at
Carisbrooke Priory on 29 January. Tea at 4pm for a
4.30pm start (finish by 5.30pm). During the meeting
Chris Reddecliff of Youth for Christ will speak about
the ministry that he and his colleagues have in Island
schools. For more information, please contact:

Roy and Kathy Leafe (T: 01983 566625

E: leaferk@btopenworld.com)

@I Evangelical Alliance Forum for Change.
Pray for Frances Aubrey and Rupert Kaye as they
represent ACT at this event in London.

February 2008

@F3D Today is ‘Teachers’ Encouragement Day’

in Baden-Baden, Germany (for details, visit:
www.christlicher-paedagogentag.de). Heike Schwarz
reports that in 13 out of 16 federal states in Germany
there are Christian teachers working to set up prayer
groups for teachers in their area. Please pray for
them.

@ Official launch of Transform Work UK.
The new organisation is the result of a merger of
‘Getting God to Work’ (based at the London Institute
of Contemporary Christianity) and ‘Christian
Workplace Forum’ (based at the Centre for
Contemporary Ministry, Moggerhanger Park,
Bedford). Rejoice! Pray that God will pour out His
blessings on all present.

@ZED National Conference for Christians in School
Leadership at Coton House, Rugby, Warwickshire.
The conference title is Engaging the iPod generation:
Challenges for schools in a digital age. Speakers include
Joel Edwards (General Director of the Evangelical
Alliance), Baroness Morris of Yardley (Former
secretary of State for Education and President of

the National Children’s Bureau), David Moore (HMI:
Behaviour, discipline and exclusions). See the

‘Events’ section of the ACT website for details.

@ Deadline for contributions to the Summer
(May) 2008 edition of the ACT Now Prayer Diary.
Please email prayers of thanks, praise or petition to:
act@christians-in-education.org.uk

@I Transform Work UK (formerly ‘Getting God
to Work’ and ‘Christian Workplace Forum’). Rupert
Kaye is a member of the TWUK Board. Thank God
for a shared vision to transform the nation by making
a Christian impact in workplaces across the UK.

March 2008

@3 National Conference for Christian

Student Teachers and NQTs at The Charity Centre,
24 Stephenson Way, London NW1 2DP. The confer-
ence title is The Bible and the task of teaching. The
keynote speaker is John Shortt (Travelling Secretary
for the European Educators’ Christian Association).
See the ‘Events’ section of the ACT website for
details.

(EZIED National Conference for Christian and
Muslim Educators at Staverton Park Hotel, Staverton,

Prayer requests We welcome prayer requests concerning
educational themes from Christians working in schools and
colleges in the UK and around the world. We also welcome news
of answered prayers.

Prayer Diary deadlines Prayers for | May to
30 September 2008 ACT Now Prayer Diary and/or Prayer Diary
section of the ACT website to the ACT Office by |5 February 2008.

Daventry, Northamptonshire NN11 6JT. Pray for
Rupert Kaye (ACT’s CEO) as he speaks about being

a Christian in education. The conference title is: Belief
and Being in School: a conference for Christians and
Muslims teaching in a secular environment. For more
information, visit the Christian Muslim Forum
website: www.christianmuslimforum.org

John Shortt (Travelling Secretary for the
European Educators’ Christian Association) is
speaking at a conference in Russia for Christian
teachers in the former Soviet Union. Pray for him in
his work and travel.

April 2008

@D As the financial year begins, pray for
Christians working in education who are inadequately
remunerated and who struggle to make ends meet.

@ There are many situations of financial need
among Christian teacher associations and Christian
school organisations across Europe. Please pray that
EurECA’s Christian Educators’ European Support
Fund may be well financed and prove a blessing in
meeting some of these needs.

May 2008

EurECA (European Educators’ Christian
Association) annual conference. Pray for everyone
attending this event in Graz, Austria. The conference
title is Hope for the Planet: Christian Education for a
Sustainable Future. The keynote speaker is Dave
Bookless. For details, visit www.eureca-online.org

@A Transform Work UK (formerly ‘Getting God
to Work’ and ‘Christian Workplace Forum’). Rupert
Kaye is a member of the TWUK Board. Pray for
everyone present as they work together to encourage
and equip Christians for mission by helping them to
see their everyday work responsibilities as a way of
serving God and witnessing to co-workers and
students / patients / clients / customers, etc.

Prayers for | September 2008 to 3| January 2009 by I5 June
2008. Prayers for | January to 31 May 2009 by 15 October 2008.

Prayer promise Although we cannot guarantee
that every prayer received by ACT will be included in this
Prayer Diary or posted on the ACT website (www.christian-
teachers.org.uk), we do promise that every prayer request
will be prayed for.
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prayers for places

Asia, Australasia & Oceania

India Alastair Reid, Principal at Hebron School,
Ooty, says: ‘Give thanks for a busy but purposeful
Term 1 (Aug—Dec 07). Pray that Term 2 will be a
time of hard work, joy and spiritual growth for all
staff and students.’

Indonesia Gwyneth Jones says: ‘Everywhere in
Indonesia there are English language courses for
small children right up to professionals. E, a native
speaker, asks prayer to be able to teach creatively
and appropriately. She wants to build relationships
that open the door for the Gospel.

India Alastair Reid, Principal at Hebron School,
Ooty, says: ‘We need your prayers for the right
outcome to an individual staff dispute which has,
sadly, led to a court case.

Pakistan Murree Christian School appreciates
prayers for staff needs, especially high school
teachers. Pray that we would be able to address
the challenges for ESL students. Pray for financial
needs as well as the balance between security and
daily living for our boarding school.

India Alastair Reid, Principal at Hebron School,
Ooty, says: ‘Pray for our staff needs for August
2008. We need teachers of Physics, Maths,
Technology, History and Modern Languages.’

Indonesia Servant of the Word Theological
College, Medan, has several students with a visual
impairment. Praise the Lord that Torch Trust UK
are willing to make Braille copies of a number of
theological text books available. Pray for the safe
arrival of these text books, with no customs duties
levied. Ask that through them the visually impaired
students’ facility in English and their knowledge
and love of the Lord are increased.

India Alastair Reid, Principal at Hebron School,
Ooty, says: ‘Pray for strategic planning for Hebron
as we try to cope with the increasing demand for
boarding places from our Christian Worker families
based in Asia and Africa.’

Romania Pray for Florin Muresan as
he and his wife seek to raise their own
family as well as running two
Christian kindergartens and a new
elementary school in Cluj-Napoca.
Pray that parents will have increasing
confidence in the Christian elemen-
tary school project.

EurECA Pray for the ongoing work
of the European Educators’ Christian
Association. Pray for John Shortt,
Travelling Secretary, as he writes two
booklets on Christian faith and educa-
tion for translation into Russian.

Austria Thesi Kerneza and Monika
Faes ask prayer for the new Christian
national teachers’ network in Austria.
Ask that God will create opportunities
for Christians working in schools to

Paraguay Babs Owen teaches at St
Andrew’s School in Asuncién. She is
also involved with a church ministry
to young people in Roque Alonso.

Brazil [an and Siméa Meldrum

run the Christian Family Support
Centre in Olinda, situated in a poor
and dangerous neighbourhood. In
liaison with local schoolteachers, the
centre offers help with homework.
Teenagers and adults attend at night
for skill training courses to help
improve family income.

Paraguay Many students who gradu-
ated from St Andrew’s College,

Prayers for places is made up of groups of prayers which
focus on educational concerns in a specific region of the world.
Because these prayers are not date-specific you are free to pray
as you feel led — perhaps focusing on a single region or even a
single prayer request for a whole week at a time.

meet and pray together. Commit to
the Lord plans to create a website.
Pray, too, for God’s protection on the
Christian school in Leoben which
recently moved to a new building.

Slovakia Chris Elston says: ‘I would
like some of my students to accept
the invitation to attend the Monday
Bible Studies. Pray for opportunities
to share the Gospel with particular
students and for them to find life in
Jesus.

Italy Brenda Crook of CIEI
(Comitato Insegnanti Evangelici
Italiani) — the recently formed national
Christian Educators’ Association in
Italy — says: “Thank God for our new
website. Pray that this will be a means
of contact with more Christian

Asuncion, in November 2007 begin
university in February/March 2008.
Pray for their Christian witness as they
adjust to higher education.

Chile Pray for Silvia Cofre, appointed
headteacher of William Wilson School
in Chol-Chol in 2007, as she guides
this Christian foundation with its 500
pupils, mostly indigenous Mapuches.

Paraguay The Annexe School in
the poor Chacarita area of Asuncién
recently celebrated its 35th birthday.
Give thanks and praise to God! Pray
also for headteacher, Victor Santa
Cruz, and the staff as they provide

teachers so CIEI can grow. Pray also
for our vision to set up new Christian
schools in Italy.” (www.ciei-it.org)

EurECA Pray for all members of

the Board of the European Educators’
Christian Association, especially for
Matt Kéagi, the Chair. Remember also
the three newest Board members:
Liviu Caprar, Dana Hanesova and Len
Reed. (www.eureca-online.org)

Germany Silke Edelman reports on
plans to open a new Christian school
in Leipzig in Autumn 2008. A board
has been formed and Silke has been
appointed as the first teacher. Pray
that a suitable building will be found
and that more finances will become
available. (www.AHFGrundschule.de)

North, Central & South America

quality education in a Christian
environment for students aged 3-16.

Peru New missionary Sarah Tester

is taking Playbus (a mobile toy library)
to families in some of Lima’s shanty
towns. Pray that this educational
initiative will demonstrate God’s love
by helping to improve and enrich the
lives of children and their parents.

Paraguay Thank God for staff
and students at FEISA (Formacion
en Educacién Inicial San Andrés) —
St Andrew’s Early Years Teacher
Training College — in Asuncion.

Kenya Edith Currie, AIC (Africa Inland
Church) College in Eldoret says: ‘Pray for
strength and wisdom for staff at the AIC
Missionary College who are covering for
those on leave. Pray for grace in dealing
with interruptions, erratic electricity
supplies and the patience-testing idiosyn-
crasies of aging computers!’

Uganda Shedrack Musinguzi of the
Uganda Christian Teachers’ Association
says: ‘Ask that God will raise up more inter-
national volunteers who are ready to come
to Uganda to share their technical and
professional expertise and give their input
in areas of outreach to schools, colleges
and universities.’

Kenya Ann Lipson of Dreamland
Education Centre, Kimilili, says: ‘Pray for
Cornelius. He has taken over from Ruth as
headteacher at the Dreamland Education
Centre in Kimilili. Pray for God’s wisdom
and guidance.’

Zambia Hilary Millard says: ‘At Amano
Christian School in Chingola we give thanks
to God for our first IGCSE year completing
their courses, but we still need a secondary
headteacher and dorm parents. Please pray
that these urgent staffing needs are met.’

Kenya Edith Currie, AIC (Africa Inland
Church) College in Eldoret says: ‘Pray for
the students who have recently graduated
from the AIC Missionary College. May they
know the Lord’s enabling as they begin their
assignments on the mission field and the
support of their churches both in prayer
and giving.’

Uganda Shedrack Musinguzi of the
Uganda Christian Teachers’ Association
says: ‘Pray that God will use UCTA to
sound a clear Christian voice in the
education sector in Uganda and beyond.’

Kenya Ann Lipson of Dreamland
Education Centre, Kimilili, says: ‘There is
great demand for boarding facilities at
Dreamland. Please pray for sufficient funds
to build a dormitory.’



Education in the United Kingdom

The four Associations of Christian Teachers
in the UK Pray that God will bless the ministries
of ACT, ACT Scotland, ACTW and NIACT.

Judith Cook, ACT Local Contact for Hounslow
and Hillingdon, says: ‘Please pray for plans to set up
Christian groups among secondary students in local
schools. Ask that the groups will have encouraging
results for adults and pupils and be protected from
attack in any form.’

Dalwyn Attwell is Vice Chair of ACT’s Board of
Directors. Ask that God will bless and affirm him
as he takes up a new post in January.

Carol Horne is ACT’s Office Manager. She manages
the Association’s finances, responds to day-to-day
office enquiries and oversees the smooth running of
the St Albans office.

Geoff Coggins is ACT’s Treasurer. Ask that God
will inspire and encourage Geoff as he works with
ACT’s accountants to put together the annual report
and accounts for 2007-2008.

Andrew Palfreyman is ACT’s Overseas Secretary
and is one of ACT’s reps on the Journal of Education
and Christian Belief (JECB) Management Group.

Jan Hodgkinson is ACT’s secretary. She updates
the ACT website, collates prayer requests for the
ACT Prayer Diary and helps to produce ACT Now.

Gbenga Olajugbagbe is ACT’s Prayer Secretary.
Ask that God will guide and enable him as he starts
anew job in January.

Tim Irwin is ACT’s Local Groups and Membership
Secretary. Ask that God will strengthen and protect
Tim and his family this year.

Rupert Kaye is ACT’s CEO. He is responsible for
leading the Association forward, handling media
enquiries, building up ACT’s national network of
Local Groups, representing ACT on a number of
national bodies and editing ACT Now.

Arthur Jones is Chair of ACT’s Board of Directors.
Pray that God will work through him. Ask for wisdom
and discernment as he seeks the Lord’s guidance.

Schools and colleges facing inspection Pray for
students, parents, teachers and governors at these
stressful times. Ask God to strengthen Christian
teachers and educational leaders so they can be a
source of encouragement to those around them.

School and college inspectors Pray they will be
honest and fair in their judgements and sensitive and
encouraging in their feedback. Pray especially for
Christian inspectors, asking that God will use them
for His purpose.

School and college administrative staff,
caretakers, cooks, cleaners, etc Lift to the Lord
all who provide services in education which benefit
learners of all ages. Pray that their contribution is
never trivialised and that their professional and
personal needs are not overlooked. Thank God
especially for Christians in these positions and for
their witness in schools, colleges and universities.

All schools and colleges carry enormous public
expectations, as though they could save the world if
they were properly run. Pray that the standards and
values expected of schools will be backed up in family
and public life.

Chaplains working in schools, colleges and
universities Pray that they might bring God’s
guidance and comfort to those with whom they work.

Educational provision in UK prisons is chronically
under-funded and under-staffed. Ask that God will
strengthen and protect the Christian teachers who
work in prisons. Pray that they will bring new hope to
prisoners. Ask also that more Christians will be called
by God into this often overlooked area of educational
ministry.

Teachers in small, rural schools often feel lonely
and isolated. Training courses and support networks
are not always sensitive to their needs or sympathetic
to their workload. Pray they will receive support and
encouragement.

Teachers in pupil referral units work with students
with extreme behavioural and/or learning needs. Pray
that Christian teachers in PRUs will demonstrate the
Fruit of the Spirit day by day.

Politicians and policy makers Pray that Christians
holding positions of influence might be loving,
compassionate, wise, bold and honest — bringing
honour to God and hope to the people they serve.

Today’s young people are congregated in schools,
with teachers who are hard pressed to meet curriculum
targets. Pray that the Holy Spirit, too, will be there,
opening eyes to Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Advice and media opportunities often require quick
thinking and God'’s inspiration and overruling for
accurate and telling communications. Pray for Rupert
Kaye, ACT’s Chief Executive, as he seeks to speak from
a well-informed, caring, Christian point of view.

Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs) need support and
encouragement throughout their probationary year.
Commit to the Lord plans to offer a national mentoring
scheme for Christian NQTSs. Pray that funding will be
forthcoming, allowing mentors and mentees to be
properly trained and supported.

Principals, headteachers and senior managers
Pray that more Christians will answer God’s call to

be ‘servant leaders’ to students, staff and the wider
community. Ask that they are blessed with wisdom
and humility in all they think, say and do.

Students in debt Pray for those who leave university
owing thousands of pounds in student debts. Pray that
politicians and policy makers will seek a just way
forward, which is sensitive to the needs of individual
students and financially prudent for the nation.

School governors Thank God for the many hundreds
of Christians who are effective and influential school
governors. Pray for their ongoing work and witness.

Christian teaching assistants, classroom assis-
tants, lab technicians, counsellors, learning
mentors, etc need prayer as they serve God in their
work with children and adults. Pray for all who love
the Lord Jesus Christ and serve Him in these roles.

Student teachers Pray for Christians training to
teach. Ask that God will bring them into contact with
Christian teachers and lecturers who can help them
to apply their living faith to their work.

Christian supply teachers need to be blessed with
the full armour of God as they enter unknown territory.
Pray that they will be welcomed, supported and valued
by the schools they serve.

Non-Christian teachers Pray that they might come
to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. Pray
for the effective witness of Christian teachers to their
non-Christian colleagues and for an openness to hear
the Gospel message.

Exam stress Lift to the Lord all those young people
and adults (whether teachers or learners) who suffer
anxiety and illness due to the pressure and stress of
preparing for, and sitting, examinations — may God’s
love and peace calm frayed nerves and put things into
perspective, allowing those who sit exams to give of
their best. Pray also for those who set, invigilate and
mark examination papers — that they will be honest
and professional in their work.

Senior teachers Pray for those teachers who have
embarked on (or are thinking of starting) the NPQH
(National Professional Qualification for Headship)
course. This requires a real commitment in terms of
time, energy and support from family members for
anything up to two years. Pray for those who are
testing whether they are being called to be part of a
school/college Senior Management Team or to serve
as a headteacher/principal.

Education lecturers and researchers Ask that
more Christians will be drawn into universities,
colleges and institutes where they might become
beacons of inspiration and encouragement to
Christians working elsewhere in the educational arena.

The education press Pray that Christian views and
sensitivities will be reported fairly and accurately.

Schools and colleges seeking to appoint new staff
need our prayers. So, too, do Christians applying for
new posts. Ask that all Christians working in education
will be open to God’s guidance at this time.

Christian schools’ workers Pray for the continuing
influence of Christian schools’ workers and for the
impact they make on the lives of young people (and
their teachers).



ACT PRAYER DIARY | JANUARY 2008 — 31 MAY 2008

Prayers for groups contains longer
prayers and meditations which can be
used as they are, or adapted to suit a
prayer meeting or an act of worship.

prayers fOY‘ groups e ——

King of Kings and Lord of Lords

Lord, You are the Word of Life
The One, who by that very Word
Created all this world ...

And far beyond.

The sun, the moon ... You hung in space
The glittering stars ... You set their course
And all the wonders of this great big universe
Alone ... are Yours.

Authority is in Your Word

And yet ...

When visiting this earth

Unstintingly You served.

Our cares, our sorrows and our wounds You healed
And by Your very nature, God revealed.

But judgement given by men
Pinned You to a cross.

They mocked

They jeered

They cursed

Yet, with amazing Love — Your body scarred
You cried aloud, ‘Forgive them.’
Such love was in that cry, ‘Forgive!’
The very heart of God revealed!
Man’s sinful debt now paid;

God’s wrath appeased.

But only those with single-minded heart

Who own their sin

And own Your cleansing life-blood
— Your Word is clear —

To these, the blessing of Eternal Life with You
— which never can be earned —

Is given.

What precious gift!

What love to treasure!

To You, O King of kings and Lord of lords ...

Israel’s Mighty God ...

Creator ... Saviour ...

The Sacrificial Lamb who lives forever ...

To You ... alone ... praise is due.

We worship and we thank You.

© 2007 Jean Mathews

Prayer of rededication
for ACT and its members
(as used during the 2007 ACT Day conference)

Faithful God,

We thank You for all the blessings and guidance
You have given to ACT over this past year.

We thank You for opportunities to serve You
in our places of work and through ACT’s ministry.

Lord,

We commit ourselves anew to You now.

And we ask that the coming year will be a time
of growth for ACT.

Lord,

Multiply the gifts and talents
You have given to us, so that

we can magnify Your holy name.

Lord,

Deepen our faith.

Add to our number.

Increase our financial resources.

May we continue to seek

Your Spirit’s power and guidance

so that, through our prayers,

love, actions and witness,

Your kingdom may come and Your will be done.
All to Your glory, Father.

And in the name of Christ.

Amen






