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Depression
It concerns me that so many teachers, whether they
are newly qualified or approaching retirement are
suffering from the consequences of stress-related
illnesses like depression. The Bible tells us: ‘They
overcame by the blood of the lamb and the words of
their testimony’ Revelation 12:11 (NIV). That is why I
share my testimony with you in the hope that it will
bless you in whatever situation you may find yourself.

I’ve heard many definitions of teaching which reflect
the stressful nature of the profession. Here are a few
that remain fresh in my mind:

Teaching is the only job, where at least once during the
day you feel like committing murder!
Experienced primary teacher

It’s like writing lines that nobody reads. Every two years
they tell you to tear it up and start again.
Experienced primary teacher

It’s an assault course where the sergeant says, ‘That was
all right but I’ll have your boots! Now put these bricks in
your backpack and do it again in half the time!
Key Stage 3/4 teacher after taking voluntary redundancy

It’s like going into battle on your own, totally unarmed,
knowing if you don’t win you’ve had it for the rest of
the year.
Primary teacher

My husband had been killed in a
car accident and I was left
pregnant, in debt and in the
process of moving house

Jackie and James (3 months) on
their first holiday in Germany

Jackie and James (10 years)
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It’s the only job where, as the psalmist says,
‘I need Thee every hour’.
HMI Inspector

A firm place to stand
I never wanted to teach. Even when I reached the
Upper Sixth, I always thought that those who
entered the profession only did so because they
lacked imagination and couldn’t think of anything
else to do. That all changed in the space of one
lesson when I was asked to help with the
‘remedials’ during a Personal Study period. I was
asked to work with a first year (Year 7) who could
barely read and I was hooked. That was it; I knew I
wanted to teach.

I graduated from Warwick University with a BEd
Honours degree in 1978, got married in August
1980 and on the morning of Friday 14 June 1985
we found out that we were going to have a baby. I
remember the day very well because by 7pm I also
found out that I had been widowed. My husband
had been killed in a car accident and I was left
pregnant, in debt and in the process of moving
house. Within the space of about 12 hours I had
gone from celebrating on the mountaintops into
the valley of shock, despair and bereavement. I
know about stress because in just one year I had
been widowed, had a baby, moved house and
changed job! In the past, I described this time of
my life as, ‘Making my way to the gates of hell,
only to find that they were shut and I had to claw
my way back up again.’ That’s exactly what I did. I
clawed my way back up, right to the feet of Jesus!

I waited patiently for the Lord;
He turned to me and heard my cry.
He lifted me out of the slimy pit,
Out of the mud and mire;
He set my feet on a rock 
And gave me a firm place to stand.
Psalm 40:1-4 (NIV)

That’s why I say, ‘You talk about stress and I’ll talk
about Jesus.’

Peace
In 1992, I was born again, thanks to a sister who
prayed for me for 20 years and a lovely lady who
asked me if I would like to go to church. My

standard reply was, ‘I can’t go to church, I’ve got a
baby.’ She informed me that there was a crèche. So
for three years I attended church because for just
one hour during the week someone looked after
my son and I was made to sit still and do nothing. I
called it ‘My hour of peace’. One evening someone
pushed a tiny booklet through my door at home
called Knowing God Personally which explained
simply about the need for repentance and how to
invite God personally into our lives. That’s exactly
what I did. I can remember all the burdens and
responsibilities being lifted from my shoulders and
being filled with an incredible sense of peace.

My son James, born again at 8, is now 19 and has
a beautiful Christian fiancée, Julia. It’s one of those
testimonies which brings a tear to the eye! 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God.
Philippians 4:6-8 (NIV)

I was a brand new Christian and I hadn’t got a clue
about anything but it’s amazing how God directs
your footsteps. A pupil’s aunt gave me a booklet
called Everyday with Jesus and, as I read it, I began
to grow in the knowledge of God. But I didn’t
apply it to my life in the classroom, which was still
a battlefield, and I was emotionally and physically
exhausted.

Answered prayers
Sometimes it takes a shock like your first Ofsted
inspection for God to break through in your life!

I can remember all the burdens and
responsibilities being lifted from my shoulders
and being filled with an incredible sense of peace

For the past 25 years Jackie
Thackray has been a full time
primary teacher in Derbyshire.
She is part of the executive
team for Christians in
Derbyshire Schools (CIDS) and
is on the Board of Directors of
the Association of Christian
Teachers (ACT).

Within the space of about 12 hours I had gone
from celebrating on the mountaintops into the
valley of shock, despair and bereavement

Jackie and James (6 years) enjoying a holiday in Spain
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cally and most important of all, spiritually. I was
prepared to teach.

To me, the most important thing is my relationship
and time with God because I know what it’s like
not to have Him in my life. I believe it is important
for Christian teachers to begin to put Him first
instead of our jobs, to encourage and build each
other up with emails, fellowship and prayer and to
thank God for organisations like ACT, The
Stapleford Centre and Care for Education and their
dedication to serve us at the chalk face.

The Bible tells us:
If my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn away
from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven
and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV)

Without God in my life I know I couldn’t do this
job with a smile on my face and enjoy it. That’s
why I remember, ‘I need Thee every hour’. That’s
why I say, ‘You talk about stress and I’ll talk about
Jesus.’

■ Jackie Thackray
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My new class had the reputation for being the
worst in the school because it had so many
children with ‘statements’ for behaviour. A lovely
couple from my Bible study group said they would
pray for me between 8.30 and 9am every day. I
thought, ‘Well you can if you want to but person-
ally I can’t see the point.’ You see, I hadn’t yet met
the God that answers prayers. I didn’t know that if
you prayed God would answer you. I feel very
embarrassed as I write this now but at that time I
didn’t know that He was interested in the small
things in my life or the children in my class.

The following morning was incredible. The whole
class came in and sat on the carpet in silence.
Nobody fidgeted. Nobody spoke. They just sat,
waited and stared at me. They behaved like this for
months and teaching became easier and a
pleasure. Then suddenly, out of the blue, it became
a battlefield again. Unknown to me the elderly
couple were both in hospital and had stopped
praying for me. That’s when God gave me a
wonderful revelation! You can pray for the children
in your class yourself ! 

I’d just heard a visiting speaker in church tell of a
school where a caretaker was born again and
prayed over every student’s chair as he took them
down from the tables. Every morning since then I
have done the same. People comment about the
peace and light in the classroom and the change in
the children’s behaviour. There’s no secret, it’s all
because of the God who answers prayers.

I began to pray for the little things I needed for
lessons like shells and red stickers. One lunchtime
a mid-day supervisor bought a box of beautiful
shells in and a colleague sent the exact number of
red stickers. Isn’t God amazing? No prayer is too
small or insignificant for Him to answer.

Being a Christian teacher
That’s the beginning of my testimony of how 
God began to change me from a teacher who is a
Christian to a Christian teacher. The week before
the inspection was the half-term holiday and my
colleagues were busy in school. Where was I? I
went on holiday with a local church because I
knew I needed time and space to be with God, to
worship Him and to pray about the inspection. I
needed other Christians to pray for me, to build 
me up and encourage me. I also needed time out
with my son and to be a mum to him. When the
inspection came I was prepared mentally, physi-

The most important thing is my relationship
and time with God because I know what it’s
like not to have Him in my life

That’s when God gave me a wonderful revelation!
You can pray for the children in your class yourself!

James Thackray and his Christian fiancée, Julia.

NEW
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ORDERLINE AND ENQUIRIES : 0121 683 5090

�I enclose a cheque made payable to Agapé Ministries for  £------------------�Please debit my Mastercard/Visa/Switch/Delta* by  £----------------(*delete as applicable)

Card holder’s name:-------------------------------------------------------------------------    Signature:-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Card no:���� �������� ���� Switch issue no: �� Expiry date: ��/ ��

Name:------------------------------------------------------- Address:------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------- Post code:-------------------------------- Telephone no:-------------------------------------------------

“A highly watchable, 
exciting new resource 

that will help youngsters, 
parents and teachers to see 

Jesus’ life and ministry 
through the eyes of children.”

Rupert Kaye
(Chief Executive, Association of Christian Teachers)

CostQty

£

£TOTAL

£25.00
The JESUS Quest, School’s Edition DVD 
Including teacher’s lesson plans. (Available early 2005) 

Add postage and packing: £   4.95

Agapé, Fairgate House, Kings Road, Tyseley, Birmingham B11 2AA  Switchboard: 0121 765 4404 Orderline: 0121 683 5090

ORDER FORM

NEW
R.E. resource

including

teacher’s lesson 

plans
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Friends First is not a dating agency. Its non-pushy
approach is born from the scriptural definition of
love: Love is gentle, and is kind 1 Corinthians 13.

Love and marriage
To date, twenty-five Friends First couples have
married, including many who work in the teaching
profession. And, refreshingly, it is not just young
single teachers who find their soul-mate either. Jo,

Fed up
of going
it alone?

Integrity and optimism
Sometimes the search for Mr or Miss Right feels
like hunting for a needle in a haystack, especially
when our lives are full of people (colleagues,
friends and acquaintances) but void of that special,
loving relationship which ‘touches the soul.’ Sadly,
many single teachers admit that they have long
since given up on trying to find a potential partner
in today’s ‘time poor’ society.

But finding a potential husband or wife is not
merely about spending quality time with people. It
is about meeting people of special quality –
defined by certain attributes such as integrity and a
basic optimism about life. Most people want to
form meaningful relationships with other people,
and for Christians meeting like-minded fellow
believers can be very important.

Every person is unique
Friends First is an information service for single
Christians across the UK, run exclusively by
Christians for Christians (ie people who associate
themselves with a mainstream Christian denomina-
tion). It provides single Christians with details
about other single Christians of the opposite sex,
and welcomes people from a wide variety of
backgrounds and traditions. Friends First is a
friendly and professionally-run service, which holds
that every person is unique and cannot be
categorised by a set of tick-boxes (music to any
teacher’s ears!).

At Friends First we are aware of how difficult it can
be for busy professionals to meet the right person

Thank you for supplying God with a vehicle in
which people can meet friends and partners

Katharine Gray, National Director of Friends First

aged 42, wrote to Friends First saying: ‘After my
painful divorce I felt that I would be doomed to a
life alone, and then heard about Friends First and
have not looked back since. I am now married to
someone I met through Friends First. A life of
singleness after being married was very daunting
so I thank God enormously for this service. God
provided a way for me, and I give him the glory.’

Friendship comes first
Katharine Gray, National Director for Friends First,
says she is able to draw on her understanding of
the unique pressures and circumstances faced by
Christians in the teaching profession because she
shares her house with a teacher and has many
other friends who are teachers too. She says, ‘At
Friends First we are aware of how difficult it can
be for busy professionals to meet the right person.
We also understand how nerve-racking it can be to
join such an organisation. However, everyone is
assured a warm welcome from helpful and friendly
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staff. After all, single people have nothing to lose
and everything to gain.’

Health Care Adviser Charles and GP Andrea were
both in their 30s when they joined Friends First.
She had been praying about a husband for a while
– and when they met for the first time for lunch, he
knew immediately that ‘she was the one!’ After six
months Charles proposed, by which time Andrea’s
decision to say ‘Yes’ was an easy one.

Katharine comments, ‘I get lots of positive
feedback from people finding great joy in making
new friends.’

Peter, aged 40, found his life had been touched in
this way. He said, ‘I believe I have met my soul
mate through your agency. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank you for supplying God with a
vehicle in which people can meet friends and
partners. It is such an important service, and I am
certain God will continue to bless it. Once again,
thank you.’

No pressure
Friends First operates simply. Members write a
concise summary of themselves, which is circu-
lated to other members, of the right age. Contact is
made through box numbers, administered by
Friends First, to assure confidentiality.

There is no match-making as such. People are free
to make their own selections based on the informa-
tion provided to them through the continually

Elaine Storkey et al

Believe it or not, Elaine Storkey (esteemed Christian
theologian and sociologist) was instrumental in getting
Friends First started. Katharine Gray, National Director
of Friends First, reminisces: ‘Basically, the idea came
from the Saint John’s Church (Harborne, Birmingham)
weekend away in 1999. Elaine Storkey, the invited
speaker on that occasion, challenged the church to do
more to help people find Christian friends of the
opposite sex as well as partners.’

Thus Friends First was established with the active
support of Christian leaders in Birmingham including:
Bishop Jo Aldred (Executive Director of The Centre for

Black and White Christian Partnership), The Reverend
Canon John Hughes (St John’s, Harborne), The
Reverend James Langstaff, and Reverend Brian Nicholls
(General Superintendent of the West Midlands Area of
the Baptist Union of Great Britain).

Over the last five years Friends First has grown rapidly
and now offers a nationwide service which has the
backing of many clergy across the country.

Friends First can be contacted at:
PO Box 8377, Birmingham, B17 9TE

T: 0121 4271286
E: info@friends1st.co.uk 
W: www.friends1st.co.uk

Friends first

friendsfirst

PO Box 8377
Birmingham
B17 9TE

info@friends1st.co.uk www.friends1st.co.uk 0121 427 1286

Then Friends First could be
the answer – a proven way
to meet Christian friends
and potential partners.

Friends First offers a
discreet service which 
puts you in control.

Hoping...

Seeking...

Finding...

to be in a relationship?

someone who shares your faith?

it difficult to meet the right person?

updated profiles. Friends First offers a service that
puts members in control and avoids the embarrass-
ment of interviews and blind dates. There is no
pressure. Members have the choice how and when
to take things forward, as and when they feel
comfortable doing so.

Friends First also offers holidays and activities, for
those who want to do something active, but not on
their own, and wish to meet other single Christians
who share their interests.

Security
For all members, and especially those who work in
the public domain, confidentiality is important.
Friends First prides itself on being a confidential
and secure service where personal details such as
addresses are not disclosed and where contact
from the organisation, to its members, is always
extremely discreet.

■ Sally Greene

Friends First offers a service that puts
members in control and avoids the
embarrassment of interviews and blind dates
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Biblical truth
It is sobering to reflect that the day I stepped out
with some tracts and a handful of friends I started
something that would grow to national propor-
tions. Reachout Trust began in 1982 as a local
outreach to Jehovah’s Witnesses. From a single
initiative, by a handful of people, at a Witness
convention in Twickenham the Trust has grown to
become a nationwide evangelical Christian
ministry to those in cults, the occult and the New
Age movement.

Over the years we have taken on responsibilities,
met needs and developed in ways that were never
envisaged in those early days. No-one sat down
and said, ‘Why don’t we see if we can achieve
this?’ The ministry simply grew, and today
Reachout Trust is one of the foremost Christian
groups in its field.

This type of ministry, that upholds biblical truth,
has a long and noble history. It is at the very
centre of what the Church is about: reaching the
lost, saving souls and championing the true
Christian message.

Paul combated the cult of Gnosticism – desire for
secret spiritual knowledge – in his day (Colossians
2:8,18,19) as did the apostle John (1 John). Church
leaders frequently fought against the doctrines of
salvation by works and by faith in religious systems
and secret initiation. In the first few centuries of
Church history the work of firming up and clearly

The Reachout
Trust story

defining the Christian faith happened largely in
response to the threat of error both from outside
and inside the Church.

Spiritual thirst
In our post-Christian era, the seeker is faced with a
smorgasbord of new ideas and spiritual concepts.
People are spiritually thirsty and willing to consider
any remedy that is different from the same old
formula. In the UK today, all sorts of alternative
spiritual realities are made available to the seeker.
Our society is international and pluralistic, much
like the one into which the Early Church was born.

With the advent of the New Age movement and
the rise of home-made religion, spiritual deception
is no longer something that happens to someone
else somewhere else. Our neighbours, our friends
and work colleagues are looking to luck, fortune
tellers, Mystic Meg, crystals, tarots, totems, the god
within, and the new age to come. It is the role of
the Christian Church to be a light bearer in the
darkness and confusion. It is the calling of the
Christian to ‘contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the saints’ (Jude 4).

Our spiritual forebears fought hard for the eternal
truths cherished by today’s believers. Similarly,
tomorrow’s believers will inherit what we contend
earnestly for today.

It is sobering to reflect that the day I stepped out
with some tracts and a handful of friends I started
something that would grow to national proportions

Our spiritual forebears fought hard for the
eternal truths cherished by today’s believers.
Similarly, tomorrow’s believers will inherit
what we contend earnestly for today
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The woman at the well 
Our journey has not always been smooth. The
Reachout Trust has made mistakes along the way.
We do not set ourselves up as ‘the experts’, indeed
the ‘L-Plates’ are still firmly attached. However, we
have learnt some valuable lessons over the years
especially about relating to people of other belief
systems.

In John’s Gospel, chapter 4, we encounter the
story of Jesus meeting with the woman of Samaria
by the well. This passage shows us how we ought
to act towards people who do not share our beliefs.
We are told in verse four that Jesus had to pass
through Samaria. No self-respecting Jew would do
that, but Jesus did. Why? For one woman who was
part of the Samaritan cult. She had been
condemned and outcast by many of her peers, yet
Jesus went out of his way to speak with her.

Tragically, some Christians are quick to judge or
condemn those involved in cults today. But, on
what scriptural basis do we condemn them without
giving them the chance to hear the Gospel of
Grace, possibly for the first time? Does God not
love the Jehovah’s Witness at the door, or the
Moonie in the High Street, or even the witch in the
coven? John 3:16 has no exceptions in my Bible.
God loves the whole world, including people in
cults. John 3:17 clearly shows that Jesus did not
come to condemn. Instead, Jesus came to save.
Yes, judgement will come in the end but, for now,
we are still living in the day of grace.

Building bridges
So, what scriptural right do we have to judge or
condemn? Jesus could have acted the same way to
the Samaritan woman. He knew all about her and
could have pointed the finger and exclaimed, ‘You
adulteress!’ Instead He asked her for a drink of
water. The woman was puzzled because Jews had
no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus had begun to
build a bridge of love and trust to the woman. He
caused her to wonder, because this is not how He
was supposed to have acted.

Cult members have been told how Christians will
react. When we do what is expected and attack
and condemn, we are forcing them deeper into the
cult. But when we love and show interest in them
as people, it puts a question mark in their life and
builds another piece of the bridge.

You may not feel ready and prepared to act like
this, which is where 1 Peter 3:15 comes in: ‘Always
be prepared to give an answer to everyone who
asks you to give the reason for the hope you have.
But do this with gentleness and respect’ (NIV).

Surely that is impossible! No, because being ready
is a process and the clock doesn’t start ticking until
you know that you are not ready – then you get
ready. We are all different and so the process for
getting ready will be different. We should not need
to feel guilty if we cannot answer the first time we
are challenged by a cult member, whether at
school, at home or in our neighbourhood.

But the clock starts ticking, and we owe it to our
Lord to put in the time and effort required to make
sure that next time we are better prepared.

Shelter and safety
People who escape cults need a new spiritual
home. God’s provision for all new Christians is the
Church. Members of Reachout Trust are members
of the local church and Reachout always seeks to
work closely with local church leaders. From the
beginning, it has been very important to have a
network of church contacts across the country. As
people have come to Reachout for help we have in
turn sought to ‘plant’ them in an appropriate
fellowship. Reachout is often simply a first point of
contact leading to more appropriate ministry
within the Church, perhaps involving professional
help in a counselling setting.

There is an urgent need for Christians to be
equipped to meet the challenges of the modern
world. People are needed to act as comforters to
the hurt and wounded, bringers of fresh hope to
the disillusioned, friends to the betrayed and truth-
tellers to the deceived. Churches need to act as
communities of refuge where there is shelter and
safety for the vulnerable, life and hope for the lost,
and sound teaching and gentle discipling for the
many who need correcting and direction.

Doug Harris is the founder-
director of Reachout Trust, a
Christian ministry to people
involved in cults and the
occult. In 2004, over 275,000
people were helped by the
Reachout team and the Trust’s
website received over
1,500,000 hits.

Doug’s work involves leading
seminars and taking part in TV
and radio interviews. He is the
author of several books,
including Occult Dangers
Explained Safely and Jehovah’s

Witnesses.

Doug has been a governor at
his local primary school for 20
years, and has been Chair of
Governors for the last ten. He
says he especially enjoys
speaking and debating in
schools.

Doug has been a Christian
since 1963. He is married with
three grown up-children.

Contact details:
Reachout Trust,
24 Ormond Road, Richmond,
Surrey, TW2 7EA

T: 0870 770 3258
E: rt@reachouttrust.org
W: www.reachouttrust.org

With the advent of the New Age
movement and the rise of home-
made religion, spiritual deception
is no longer something that
happens to someone else
somewhere else

Does God not love the Jehovah’s Witness at
the door, or the Moonie in the High Street,
or even the witch in the coven?
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As God leads
Reachout Trust seeks to provide that equipping
through a training programme designed to teach
individuals and churches. Through seminars and
workshops we bring to the Christian community
specialist knowledge, gained from first-hand
experience. In so doing, we aim to arm Christians
for the battle for truth that rages in our society. By
means of newsletters, fact sheets, books, audio and
video-tapes we share our knowledge and under-
standing and keep the Church informed of up-to-
the-minute developments in the ministry.
Literature leaves the office daily to meet the
growing demand for information.

Reachout Trust has produced a number of publica-
tions including Occult Dangers Explained Safely (by
Doug Harris), a resource book for teachers and
youth workers; and Should Christians Apologise? (by
Doug Harris, Peter Hayward and Mike Thomas),
which encourages Christians to use apologetics
properly to make a reasoned defence of their faith.
Two other books published by the Trust, Jehovah’s
Witnesses (by Doug Harris) and Mormonism: A Gold
Plated Religion (by Mike and Ann Thomas), are
recognised as being authoritative works in the UK.

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone
who asks you to give the reason for the hope you
have. But do this with gentleness and respect.
1 PETER 3:15 (NIV)

Should Christians
Apologise? 

by Doug Harris, Peter Hayward
and Mike Thomas
Reachout Trust, 2004
146pp paperback – £6.99
ISBN: 0951363255

Resources

Some of us in Reachout Trust have ourselves
experienced life in a cult. In Christian love we wish
to come alongside, advise, pray with and otherwise
help cult members and their families and friends.
Just as people who have lost loved ones through
disease may feel impelled to set up a medical trust
to further the work of research and treatment,
Reachout Trust exists because Christians with first-
hand experience of cults want to equip and
support those who work to help people trapped in
spiritually abusive systems. As far as our experi-
ence and knowledge takes us, as God leads, we
help and minister.

■ Doug Harris

The Jehovah’s Witnesses 

by Doug Harris

Gazelle Books / Reachout Trust, 1998
252pp paperback – £8.99

ISBN: 1899746137

Mormonism: A Gold
Plated Religion 

by Mike and Ann Thomas
Alpha / Reachout Trust, 1997

286pp paperback – £7.99
ISBN: 1898938326

Occult Dangers 
Explained Safely 

by Doug Harris
Reachout Trust, 2000

28pp paperback – £5.99
ISBN: 0951363247
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Are you, or have you ever been, a teacher?

Circle as appropriate

Yes No

If yes, which kind of institution do you/did 
you work in?

Circle as appropriate

2a Primary Special

Middle HE

Secondary FE

Other (please specify) 

______________________________________________

2b LEA Voluntary-aided

City Academy Voluntary-controlled

Other (please specify)

______________________________________________

To which Association of Christian Teachers 
do you belong?

Circle as appropriate

ACT NIACT

ACT Scotland None

ACTW

Other (please specify)

______________________________________________

How old are you?

Circle as appropriate

21–30 51–60

31–40 61–70

41–50

Other (please specify)

______________________________________________

How long have you been a qualified teacher?

Circle as appropriate

1–5 years 21–25 years

6–10 years 26–30 years

11–15 years N/A

16–20 years

Other (please specify)

______________________________________________

5.

4.

3.

2.

1.

Please photocopy this page, answer the questions and return it, by 15 June 2005, to:
ACT, FREEPOST 428, St Albans, Herts, AL1 1BR. Thank you.

ACT Collective Worship Survey

Are you a woman or a man?

Circle as appropriate

Woman Man

Which of the following statements best describes
your preferences for collective worship in school?

Circle one option

7a An act in which ‘reverence is paid to a divine being or

power’ (Circular 1/94 para 57).

7b An act which features Christianity by exploring

Christian belief without necessarily requiring worship of

God.

Is your preference an accurate description of
what happens/happened in the institution in
which you work/worked?

Circle one option

Yes No N/A

Are you/were you able to make it happen?

Circle one option

Yes No N/A

How many times per week should the act which
you prefer be compulsory?

Circle one option

Once Four times N/A

Twice Five times

Three times Other (please specify)

______________________________________________

Please state your preferred descriptive term

Circle one option

Assembly 

Collective worship Other (please specify)

______________________________________________

Other comments

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

12.

11.

10.

9.

8.

7.

6.
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influence in education in the UK and around the
world.

Detached engagement
On the Saturday morning our sights were lifted first
by John Sullivan, Professor of Christian Education
at Liverpool Hope University College. His talk on
‘Hearing and Embracing the Call to Teach’ took us
from thinking about what education is – and he
rooted this in our understanding of who God is –
through some reflection on the nature of vocation
to a careful analysis of the purpose and process of
teaching. It was a talk rich in material and resonant
with references to the work of other thinkers and
practitioners. Professor Sullivan called for
‘detached engagement’, emphasising the need for
Christian teachers to be ‘fired by ideals’ whilst at
the same time ‘avoiding burnout’.

Futures thinking
On the Saturday afternoon we heard from Gloria
Goris Stronks, formerly Professor of Education at
Calvin College in Grand Rapids and now Scholar in
Residence at Whitworth College in Spokane. Gloria
is the author and editor of a number of significant
books and now a frequent traveller and lecturer in
many different countries. She intrigued us with her
reading of the work of futurists in the United
States, weaving into her analysis of current future
trends some powerful personal anecdotes. Then
she challenged us to better prepare teachers of the
next generation of students by:

■ teaching about justice for the poor

■ understanding that the decisions people make
are based on their personal beliefs

■ teaching people how to confront injustice

■ taking the questions of our students seriously.

An oasis in winter

An oasis
‘Grace grows best in winter’ was a quotation from
Samuel Rutherford which John Shortt shared with
those of us who gathered at Swanwick on the first
Friday evening in 2005 for this year’s Annual
Theory of Education Conference. Although
Rutherford was referring to the winter of suffering
in a person’s life, the quotation seemed apt in
another sense, too: the first weekend in January
does not immediately suggest itself as a good one
for travel to a remote part of Derbyshire for discus-
sion of the connections between Christian faith
and educational theory and practice. It’s a
weekend on which trains tend to go slow and
storms are likely to make road travel hazardous –
and it’s also a time when school seems a long way
away after the celebration of Christmas and the
New Year. But Swanwick is welcoming, the
company is very good, the organisation second to
none, and, most importantly, again and again, we
find that this is a weekend when God meets with
us and opens up our thinking. For me over the
years this conference has been an oasis in my life
as a Christian and as a teacher.

A transforming influence
This year our focus was on ‘The Formation of the
Christian Teacher’. It proved a good springboard
into discussions about many different aspects of
educational thinking and activity. John Shortt
started us off with a remarkable ‘telling’ of part of
Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, reminding
us that we are ‘a letter from Christ’ to those with
whom we work. His theme was actually more
about ‘transformation’ than about ‘formation’. John
reminded us all that God can accomplish change in
us and through us.

Also on the opening Friday evening we heard from
Alison Farnell about the ongoing work of The
Stapleford Centre to be a Christian transforming

Richard Parrish reports on the Annual Theory of Education
Conference held on 7-9 January 2005. The event is
sponsored by The Stapleford Centre and The Whitefield
Institute and is always well attended by ACT members.

Professor Sullivan called for ‘detached
engagement’, emphasising the need for Christian
teachers to be ‘fired by ideals’ whilst at the same
time ‘avoiding burnout’

Richard Parrish is currently
Head of Sixth Form and
Assistant Headteacher at The
Holy Trinity Church of England
School in Crawley. Before that
he was Head of Modern
Languages at Sheldon School
in Chippenham. Last year he
married Anna (Hudnott), who
teaches Chemistry and is now
Head of Chemistry at The
Weald School in Billingshurst.
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To book your place on 
next year’s Annual Theory 
of Education Conference 
(6–8 January 2006) or to
subscribe to the Journal of
Education and Christian
Belief (which is jointly
sponsored by the Association
of Christian Teachers, The
Kuyers Institute and The
Stapleford Centre) please
contact:

The Stapleford Centre,
The Old Lace Mill, Frederick
Road, Stapleford,
Nottingham, NG9 8FN

T: 0115 9396270
E: admin@
stapleford-centre.org
W: www.e-stapleford.co.uk

We were invited to think about the present ‘bubble-
wrap’ generation of students whose parents are
scared to let them take risks. We considered, as
Christians and as educators, what our response
should be to this phenomenon.

Theological curiosity
On the Sunday morning Trevor Cooling presented
a paper on ‘Curiosity’. He asked whether curiosity
was a vice or a virtue for the Christian teacher. It
was a timely treatment of learning and our attitude
and approach to scripture, with some interesting
cross-referencing between the distinct fields of
education and cross-cultural mission.

Trevor prefaced his paper by explaining that his
ideas were still ‘in development’ and elicited a
good response from his audience. I was particularly
struck by the phrase ‘the academy is not neutral’,
with which he began his analysis. It is not a new
concept. Indeed, in many ways this phrase
expresses in a nutshell one of the most important
themes which has surfaced at the Annual Theory
of Education Conference over the years, namely
that academic study is not value-free. Education
can never be conducted in total isolation from our
underlying beliefs.

This paper made the connection between the way
in which we study and teach theology in the
context of training people for Christian ministry
and the way in which we study and teach other
subjects as Christians in schools and colleges.
Trevor Cooling concluded that theological curiosity
was seen as vital to our work in both spheres.

Sixteen seminars
For the rest of the conference we divided up into
groups to take part in seminars on an impressive
range of educational topics. Sixteen seminars –
from Hegel to Shakespeare, from conflict resolu-
tion to the assessment of spiritual growth, from
why non-Christian parents choose Christian
schools to a degree-based UK-Australian partner-
ship for equipping classroom teachers – were
spread over four one-hour sessions, which were
interspersed between the main talks. On the
Saturday evening an additional session involved a

Book now
for 2006

panel of educators from at least three continents,
comparing notes on global educational issues.

A unique event
The Annual Theory of Education Conference
remains a unique event. It is an extraordinary 
privilege for an ordinary teacher working in a state
school in England to be part of such a vibrant inter-
national group of educators, researchers and fellow
teachers for a couple of days. It is inspiring to see
how people develop from one year or one decade
to the next, as they change their focus or take on a
new challenge and grow in their faith in Christ.

It is also encouraging to be part of a group which
sings so powerfully (and includes a chorus with so
many male voices too!) and thinks so clearly from a
Christian perspective. So don’t miss out – come and
join us next year! And if you cannot wait until then,
why not take out a subscription to the Journal of
Education and Christian Belief in the meantime?

■ Richard Parrish

John Sullivan (L)
and Mark Pike (R)

Trevor Cooling (L) and
Andrew Palfreyman (R)

Trevor Cooling concluded that theological curiosity
was seen as vital to our work in both spheres

We were invited to think about the
present ‘bubble-wrap’ generation of
students whose parents are scared
to let them take risks

Margaret Kakongoro (L)
and Felicity Gunn (R)

ACT Now Summer 05  14/4/05  2:49 pm  Page 35



38 ACT NOW – SPRING 2005

Wednesday 4
There is great concern in the profession and the
educational press about the new President of the
Board of Education, Lady Holmes of the Isle of
Man. She is said to believe in God, and to be a
member of the Church of England, about which
several scandalous novels have been written, and
which is suspiciously reserved in public about its
core beliefs. I have assured worried headteacher
colleagues that Lady Holmes would not have
reached Cabinet rank if her religious beliefs had
made her politically unreliable.

Thursday 5
We are continuously reforming our curriculum to
take account of climate change. Mr Peel brought
me his plans for transforming the school garden’s
parsnip patch into a banana plantation. Things are
different in the west country, where global
warming has caused the Gulf Stream to stop.
Already schools in Cornwall are fitting stronger
safety fences after a pair of polar bears were
sighted mating on St Agnes Island.

Friday 6
After his Friday assembly, our Rector Canon
Thunderton Armstrong, compared notes with me
about ‘Networking’ in Sunday services. He is
delighted with its evangelistic results so far. The
Peace used to make congregations cringe, but
Networking is making them grow. I too am
pleased. Each May I face threats of resignation to
intimidate me into giving lighter playground duties
or buying new coffee cups. This year I shall have a
reserve of cheap labour. During Networking last
Sunday I met three atheists from Argyll and two
Wee Frees from the Carse of Gowrie, all looking
for jobs as economic migrants from soon-to-be
icebound Scotland. They’ll do as illegal immigrant
teachers, under constant threat of deportation. The
Canon says they’ve all enrolled for the Alpha
course.

■ Leonard Bookman

May 1910

Monday 2
I firmed up a meeting I arranged at church
yesterday during what used to be called ‘The
Peace’, which our Rector now calls ‘Networking’.
The congregation was about 20% larger than on
previous Sundays, as complete strangers came to
make use of contact opportunities. These included
Mr Chancer, an educational supplies retailer with
whom I shall be placing orders. Wilfred Gudgeon
of Year 5 came to my office to have his name
entered in the Ferret Book. Wilfred is entitled to
free school meals as his father is unemployed
because of the potato blight. The government’s
new cost-effective meals provision policy,
combined with careers education and welfare-to-
work, is to supply entitled children with ferrets so
that they can catch their own lunch.

Tuesday 3
At this morning’s staff meeting, I summarised the
year-on-year attainment targets we received last
week from the LEA. They mean that by 1917, our
KS2s will be taking honours degrees. When staff
expressed concern, I assured them that by 1915
the school’s catchment area would have been
reviewed. I also instructed the staff to practise zero
tolerance of bad behaviour. I do this every term as
my contribution to providing an orderly learning
environment.
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Waverley
Training and Events

For details/to book call 01252 784731 
or visit www.waverley.org.uk
Waverley Training and Events, CWR, Waverley Abbey House, 
Waverley Lane, Farnham, Surrey GU9 8EP
Email: training@cwr.org.uk

REAL CHANGE
REAL LIVES
 

Deepen your insight, develop your gifts …

Introduction to Biblical Pastoral 
Care and Counselling
A life-changing fi ve-day course equipping you with basic 
skills and insight for helping others.
Mon—Fri 8—12 August 2005 plus other dates

Understanding Yourself, 
Understanding Others
This Myers-Briggs basic workshop will help you understand 
personality differences and preferences, help you in your 
personal growth and in dealing with other people.

Sat 13 August 2005

Understanding and Helping those 
Struggling with Low Self-Esteem
An Insight Day, both for those who help others and those 
who would like to come for themselves.
Sat 20 August 2005

‘The quality of the teaching is fantastic …     

 very biblical, very enriching and very real.’
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National Christian Teachers’ Conference 2005

CARE for Education

C A L L E D B Y G O D

JOINTLY ORGANISED BY:
Association of Christian Teachers | CARE for Education | Scripture Union

The Stapleford Centre | TISCA (The Independent Schools Christian Alliance)

16-18 SEPTEMBER 2005

BRITANNIA HOTEL
COVENTRY

A residential conference for Christian teachers and teaching assistants from all
phases of schooling. Christian practitioners will provide professional development

on a Christian understanding of success, looking at school and self assessment
and related issues, alongside a Bible focus on the early life of Samuel. 

CELEBRATING SUCCESS 
CHARTING CHALLENGES

➫ Ann Holt OBE Partnership & Development Executive, Bible Society. Formerly Director CARE for Education.

➫ John Sullivan Professor of Christian Education, Liverpool Hope University College.

➫ David Oliver Consultant and speaker on workplace issues currently working with CARE for the family.

➫ And other contributors

SPEAKERS
INCLUDE
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Prayers by date lists date-specific prayer
concerns so you can pray for meetings and
special events just before they take place.

A C T  P R A Y E R  D I A R Y  1  M A Y  2 0 0 5  –  3 0  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 5

prayers by date

May 2005 
Pray for Christian educators from across

Europe as they attend the EurECA (European
Educators’ Christian Association) Conference at Le
Rimlishof Centre near Mulhouse in France. The theme
will be ‘How now shall we love?’ Workshops will deal
with aspects of agape love in the classroom. Pray for
John Muir (ACT Scotland) and Rupert Kaye (ACT
England) as they attend the event.

Bury St Edmunds ACT Group meet this
evening for supper, followed by a time of sharing,
praying and planning. Please contact Angela Pearce
for more information (E: jfdp@btinternet.com).

Rupert Kaye is ACT’s Chief Executive. Pray
for him as he represents ACT at the Christian
Resources Exhibition (CRE) today, and works with
colleagues from other Christian Workplace Associa-
tions (CWAs). Pray for opportunities to communicate
ACT’s ministry to others, and for good conversations.

Pray for Rupert Kaye and members of the
ACT Strategic Development Plan (SDP) sub-committee
as they meet today to pray about, and plan for, the
next five years of ACT’s ministry.

East Grinstead ACT Group meet today for a
Supper, Sharing and Prayer evening at 6.30pm at 
48 Harvest Hill, East Grinstead, RH19 4BT. For more
details contact Graham Bradbury (T: 01342 323371).

ACT Scotland Executive Committee meets
in Edinburgh. Please pray that God’s guidance and
blessing will be on all discussions and decisions made.

Sheila Bowden (ACT Local Contact for
Cheltenham Prayer for Schools Network) says: ‘Please
pray for our Summer Prayer Meeting at Balcarras
School 7.45–9.30pm today.’

23

21

20

17

12

7

5–8

Rupert Kaye attends a residential training
course about managing change in Christian organisa-
tions (23–26 May). Pray that this will help Rupert as
he leads ACT forward.

John Shortt will be teaching a
summer course at Calvin College, USA.

Staff at Hebron School, India return for a
week of Retreat and Orientation.

June 2005
Rupert Kaye will be representing ACT on

the Education Sunday Steering Group of the CJEPC
(Churches Joint Education Policy Committee) today.

Dave Bennett (2002 Teacher of the Year)
speaks at a Schools’ Evening organised by Derby ACT
Group. Please contact Anne Jablonski for details.
(T: 01332 721915 E: AnneJ@scriptureunion.org.uk) 

Alastair Reid, Principal of Hebron School in
India, says ‘Please pray for our Leavers’ Service and
Graduation today. Remember our leavers as they
move to college and university. For many, this will
mean ‘re-entry’ (or simply ‘entry’!) into their passport
country after many years in India.’

Rupert Kaye attends the Christian Academic
Network (CAN) Leadership Team Meeting today. Pray
that those present will discern God’s plan for CAN.

Deadline for articles and prayer requests for
the Autumn (September) 2005 edition of ACT Now.
Pray for Rupert Kaye as he edits magazine items.

Please pray for John Shortt as he leads a
workshop for curriculum coordinators from schools in
the city of Grand Rapids, USA.

Pray for Christian students in Years 11 and
12 as they attend Faith in Work, an exciting Christian
careers conference at Manchester University. Pray
also for Rupert Kaye and Geoff Lawson as they lead
this event, and for the invited speakers: Anthony
McCallum, Chief Executive of UCAS (the Universities
and Colleges Admission Service), and Alan

21

20–24

15

11

11

6

6

26

25 May–15 June

24

Hewerdine, Support Team Leader for UCCF (the
Universities and Colleges Christian Fellowship).

Andrew Marfleet, Chair of ACT, is speaking
at an event for Christian teachers in Liverpool. Pray
for a good turnout and a wonderful time of encour-
agement and sharing.

Please remember SVN (the Senior Volunteer
Network) in your prayers today. John Crump says:
‘Give thanks to God for the six successfully completed
school projects in 2004 in Africa, the Caribbean, India
and SE Asia. Pray that the SVN Leadership Team will
be able to identify the right volunteers for the 12
requests in 2005.’ (www.svnet.org)

July 2005
Derby ACT Group are walking in the Peak

district today. Contact Anne Jablonski for more details.
(T: 01332 721915 E: AnneJ@scriptureunion.org.uk)

ACT Board Meeting in London today. Please
pray that God will bless ACT’s Directors with love
and wisdom as they discuss the Association’s future.

ICE (Initiative for Christian Education) is a
schools work charity based in Exeter. Please pray for
ICE as it comes to terms with a number of recent
staff changes and looks to recruit more volunteer
workers.

John Shortt is teaching in Ukraine at a
summer school for Christian teachers from all across
the former Soviet Union states.

August 2005
Alastair Reid, Principal of Hebron School in

India, says: ‘New staff arrive for their orientation
today. Pray that God will provide all of our needs –
including new teachers for Learning Support, ESL,
PE, History, Music, Technology, English, Computing
and Science!’

1

11–22

8

2

2

28

25

Prayer requests We welcome prayer requests concerning
educational themes from Christians working in schools and
colleges in the UK and around the world. We also welcome news of
answered prayers.

Prayer Diary deadlines Prayers for 1 September 2005
to 31 January 2006 ACT Prayer Diary and/or Prayer section of 
the ACT website to the ACT Office by 15 June 2005. Prayers for 

1 January to 31 May 2006 by 15 October 2005. Prayers for 1 May
to 30 September 2006 by 15 February 2006.

Prayer promise Although we cannot guarantee 
that every prayer received by ACT will be included in this 
Prayer Diary or posted on the ACT website (www.christian-
teachers.org.uk) we do promise that every prayer request 
will be prayed for.

Pray for Leeds Faith in Schools (LFIS). Praise
God for this expanding ministry and ask for wisdom
and discernment in order that the team can become
more effective in the schools of Leeds. (www.lfis.org)

Alastair Reid, Principal of Hebron School in
India, says: ‘Today is the start of our new academic
year. Please pray for the new students as they settle in,
many boarding for the first time. Remember, too, their
parents who will miss them and many of whom work
in very remote areas.’

John Crump, Director of SVN (the Senior
Volunteer Network), says: ‘Pray for the team of three
volunteers who will be going to Lilongwe-Malawi in
early September, for three weeks, to carry out a
programme of development at a government
secondary school recently adopted and rebuilt by a
UK Christian charity.’ (www.svnet.org)

September 2005
Watford Teachers’ Fellowship meets today

for a communion service. The speaker will be John
Graham from Bushey Baptist Church.

The Universities and Colleges Christian
Fellowship (UCCF) steering group, which brings
together representatives of Christian workplace
associations, meets today. Please pray for wisdom 
in future planning. Pray for Rupert Kaye as he repre-
sents ACT.

ACT Scotland Executive Committee meets in
Edinburgh. Please pray that God’s guidance and
blessing will be on all discussions and decisions made.

National Christian Teachers’ Conference in
Coventry. The conference title is ‘Champagne and
Chocolates: Celebrating Success, Charting Challenges’.
This event is organised jointly by ACT, CARE for
Education, Scripture Union, The Stapleford Centre and
TISCA (The Independent Schools Christian Alliance).

16–18

10
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9

30
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The Best Teacher
Original version – Anon

He never taught a lesson in a classroom…

He had no tools to work with, no blackboards, maps or charts…

He used no subject outlines, kept no records, gave no grades, and His
only text was ancient and well-worn…

His students were the poor, the lame, the deaf, the blind, the outcast –
and His method was the same for all who came to hear and learn…

He opened eyes with faith…

He opened ears with simple truth, and opened hearts with love, a love
born of forgiveness…

a gentle man, a humble man, He asked and won no honours, no gold
awards of tribute to His expertise or wisdom…

and yet this quiet Teacher from the hills of Galilee has fed the needs,
fulfilled the hopes and changed the lives of many millions…

for what He taught brought heaven to earth and God’s heart to all.

A C T  P R A Y E R  D I A R Y  1  M A Y  2 0 0 5  –  3 0  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 5

prayers for groups
The Best Teacher
Revised for the 21st Century by Rupert Kaye

He never taught a lesson in a classroom.
He never used an interactive white board.
Not once did he use PowerPoint to make His case.
He did not have internet access…or a computer…or even electricity.

He was not trained by a university education department.
He never gained qualified teacher status.
He was never inspected by Ofsted.
He never crossed the teacher pay threshold.

He never spent time photocopying and laminating resources,
or putting up classroom displays.
He never handed out gold stars, house points or certificates.
He never wrote end of year reports.

He never referred to the National Curriculum 
or followed QCA guidelines.
He kept no records, gave no grades,
and His only text was ancient and well-worn.

His lessons were socially inclusive.
He taught the economically deprived as well as the wealthy.
He taught the physically disabled and the mentally ill,
as well as those healthy in body and mind.

His teaching method was the same with all who came to hear and learn.
He opened eyes with faith,
He opened ears with simple truth,
and He opened hearts with love… a love born of forgiveness.

He challenged, inspired and healed those He taught.
He changed individuals and transformed communities.
Even so, He was never nominated for a Teacher of the Year Award
or knighted for His services to education.

And yet this quiet teacher from the hills of Galilee continues to feed the needs,
fulfil the hopes, and change the lives of many millions around the world,
for what He teaches brings heaven to earth 
and reveals God’s heart to all peoples everywhere.

This meditation by Rupert Kaye, Chief Executive of ACT, was first published on the 
ACT website (www.christian-teachers.org.uk) in December 2004.

He was never inspected by Ofsted.
He never crossed the teacher pay threshold

He was never nominated for a Teacher of the Year Award
or knighted for His services to education

He never referred to the
National Curriculum or
followed QCA guidelines

Prayers for groups contains longer prayers and meditations
which can be used as they are or adapted to suit a prayer meeting
or an act of worship.

Please feel free to photocopy these meditations.

He never spent time photocopying
and laminating resources,
or putting up classroom displays

He never handed out gold stars,
house points or certificates.

He never wrote end of year reports
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prayers for places
A C T  P R A Y E R  D I A R Y  1  M A Y  2 0 0 5  –  3 0  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 5 Prayers for places is made up of groups of prayers which

focus on educational concerns in a specific region of the world.
Because these prayers are not date-specific you are free to pray as
you feel led – perhaps focusing on a single region or even a single
prayer request for a whole week at a time.

Malaysia The Teachers’ Christian Fellowship
in Malaysia publishes In Step, an inspirational
magazine filled with testimony by Christian
teachers. Pray for this continuing ministry.

India Alastair Reid, Principal of Hebron
School, says: ‘We shall be sending a team of
students and staff into coastal Tamil Nadu to
help with post-tsunami long term rehabilitation.
Pray for safety, a wise choice of projects and
opportunities to demonstrate the love of Christ.’

Nepal Pray for the Christian Teachers’
Fellowship of Nepal as it continues to provide
fellowship and Bible study for Christian
teachers, and seeks to encourage its members
to share their faith with non-Christian teachers.

India Pray for Eappen John, General Secretary
of The Evangelical Teachers’ Fellowship (ETF).

Sri Lanka Please pray for Rod Gilbert,
Principal of Trinity College, Kandy – a school of
3,000 boys (aged 5 to 20) and around 300 staff.
The school seeks to maintain a faithful Christian
witness in a sensitive multi-faith environment.

India Alastair Reid, Principal of Hebron
School, says: ‘Through the generosity of friends
worldwide we have been able to purchase a
field near the main campus for recreational
space and, perhaps later, as the site for a new
dormitory. Thank God for this.’

Indonesia Gwyneth Jones, lecturer at Servant
of the Word Theological College (STTAS),
Medan, says: ‘Pray for the STTAS student
prison ministry team. Ask that they will be
inspired to use creative teaching methods. Pray
also that the young men at the Young
Offenders’ Institute will want to attend the
weekly Bible class. May the Holy Spirit convict
them of their need to receive God’s love.’

Asia, Australasia & Oceania
John Muir (ACT Scotland) and Rupert
Kaye (ACT England) are attending the
EurECA (European Educators’ Christian
Association) Conference at Le Rimlishof
Centre near Mulhouse in France (5–8
May). Please pray that they will be richly
blessed by the event. Pray also for travel-
ling mercies for all delegates as they
travel to and from the conference.

Middle East Christian Outreach
David and Margaret Judson’s work is
spread through the Middle East where
they have contact with Arab Christians
living in difficult circumstances. Pray for
those seeking wisdom as to how to bring
up their children in an opposing religious
environment.

Bulgaria Pray for Kornelia Taneva,
Chair of the Bulgarian Christian
Teachers’ Association (AUH), as she
recovers from a spinal injury due to
slipping on ice. Kornelia asks us to thank
God for AUH’s growing membership.

Lebanon Pray for peace in the Middle
East, especially remembering Matt and
Mel Parker at the Dar el Awlad Boys’
School and those at the Greater Beirut
Evangelical School as they cope with
surrounding unrest.

EurECA (European Educators’ Christian
Association) Please pray for plans to
establish a new EurECA website provid-
ing information and resources to
Christian teachers across Europe,

including many who cannot afford to
travel to conferences or purchase books,
but who have internet access in school.

Cyprus Margaret and David Judson’s
work with Middle East Christian
Outreach (MECO) brings news of many
coming to faith in Christ, but also
increasing persecution. Pray that
Turkey’s hopes of joining the EU will
bring greater freedom of worship.

Albania Sylvia Baker, of the Christian
Schools Trust in the UK, asks us to pray
for a small Christian school in Tirana
which presently caters mainly for the
children of expatriates. If the school
receives official recognition it will then
be able to admit Albanian children too.

Europe and the Near East

Zambia Hilary Millard, Headteacher
at Amano Christian School, Chingola
asks us to pray for sponsorship for
prospective pupils whose families are
unable to pay for their education.
Hilary asks for wisdom and guidance
in planning for the school’s future.

South Africa Pray that God will raise
up a new generation of teachers and
school leaders committed to bringing
a dynamic Christian witness to young
people in challenging circumstances.

Kenya Edith Currie of Rift Valley
Academy (RVA) in Kijabe says: ‘Praise
God for answered prayers concerning
the school. Pray also for safe travel for
staff and students leaving RVA.’

Senegal Beryl Ba says: ‘Please pray
God’s guidance for my future. Ask that
He might grant me health and safety
in travelling. Pray also for the right
solutions and right actions in response
to local problems.’

Zimbabwe is in turmoil. Lift to the
Lord all those Christian teachers,
pastors and missionaries who have
been brutally harassed or wrongfully
arrested by the police. Pray also for
the continuing witness of the suffering
Church.

Somalia Less than one in five
Somalian children attend school and
60% of the adults are illiterate. Ask the
Lord to raise up Christian teachers
who will work among the Somali
people and share Christ’s love with
them.

YWAM (Youth with a Mission) Africa
runs a scheme called Teachers for
Africa which is based in Windhoek,
Namibia and offers students training
in a Christian worldview with an
emphasis on God, government, and
education, specifically within an
African context. (www.teachers-
forafrica.com)

Africa

Chile Thank God for the care Jean
Marshall (Acting Head of St Paul’s
School, Vina del Mar) received during
her treatment for ovarian cancer. Praise
God for the nomination of the new
Headteacher; pray for him as he takes
over. Praise God for providing long term
solutions to seemingly intractable
problems facing St Paul’s School and for
good progress made with the new school
buildings.

Peru San Mateo School in Lima has new
teachers this year. Pray for the staff as
they work to raise standards, introduce
computers, and establish an Anglican
identity. Pray for Mavis Crispin and Dave
Stokes as they work with the school and
other Diocesan educational projects.

Special Education in Latin America
Give thanks that teachers in Latin
America are beginning to pay more
attention to the needs of those with
learning difficulties and physical disabili-
ties. Pray God will provide adequate
resources and trained staff.

Ecuador Jill Ball, originally with the
Orphaids team in Ecuador, is being
drawn to work with the disabled. Jill says
there are so many needs and she asks for
guidance about priorities. Please pray for
the building project for flats to rent out,
the proceeds of which will finance an
ongoing ministry with people with
disabilities in Santo Domingo.

Bolivia Charles Windsor and his family
work with families in poor hillside neigh-

bourhoods of Cochabamba. Remember
him as he helps two nurseries and pre-
school centres in marginal areas.

Paraguay Staff at the Faculty of Early
Years Teacher Training (FEISA), in
Asuncion, give thanks for the start of a
two-year degree course. Please pray for
Estela de Lopez, the new Headteacher.
Give thanks for Eileen Murphy, the
former Headteacher, who is retired and
back in the UK after many years of
faithful service to education in Paraguay.

Chile Scripture Union is planning to
extend development of their camps and
school ministries nationwide. Pray God
will enable this to happen and for Paulina
Barrera, the Executive Secretary of SU
Chile.

North, Central & South America
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The four Associations of Christian Teachers in the
UK. Pray for the ministries of ACT, ACT Scotland,
ACTW and NIACT.

ACT Local Groups Pray that through ACT’s network
of local groups God will richly bless Christians working
in education. Ask that God will raise up many more
Local Contacts and Event Organisers to carry out His
work.

Havering and District ACT Group Barbara Gatherum
says: ‘Praise God for all the young people contacted by
Richard Shaw, our schools’ worker. Please also pray
about the possible appointment of a second worker.’

East Grinstead ACT Group Graham Bradbury says:
‘Please pray that new members will join our group.’

Hounslow/Hillingdon ACT Group Judith Cook
says: ‘Please pray for staff who feel very pressurised
and often exhausted as they attempt to meet the needs
of children who speak English as an additional
language; children from socially deprived backgrounds;
traveller children; children newly arrived in the UK; as
well as children who are disruptive and ill-disciplined.’

The Schools Ministry Network aims to support
Christian schools’ workers and help them in their
ministry to young people and teachers.

Paul Tilbury continues to develop ACT’s website.
Pray that this site will bring glory to God and further
empower ACT in its ministry. (www.servedesign.co.uk)

Journal of Education and Christian Belief Pray
with John Shortt and David Smith (Editors) for the
worldwide ministry of JE&CB. Give thanks for growing
interest coming from the USA, for new subscribers
from there and new writers submitting articles for
publication. Pray also for increased subscriptions all
across the world, especially from colleges and universi-
ties that provide teacher education.

Students in debt Pray for those who leave university
owing thousands of pounds in student debts. Pray that
politicians and policy makers will seek a just way
forward, which is sensitive to the needs of individual
students and financially prudent for the nation as a
whole.

Senior Volunteer Network (SVN) John Crump says:
‘Praise God for the developing relationship between
SVN and ACT. Ask that this might enhance the
Christian work amongst teachers in the UK and
overseas.’ (www.svnet.org)

Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs) need support and
encouragement throughout their probationary year.

Principals, headteachers and senior managers
need to be blessed with wisdom and humility in all
they do – able to lead and serve in equal measure.

The education press Pray that Christian views and
sensitivities will be reported fairly and accurately.

Teachers in pupil referral units work with students
with extreme behavioural and/or learning needs. Pray
that Christian teachers in PRUs will demonstrate the
Fruit of the Spirit day by day.

Christian teaching assistants, classroom 
assistants, lab technicians, counsellors, learning
mentors, etc need prayer as they serve God in their
work. Pray for all who love the Lord Jesus Christ and
serve Him in their work with children and adults.

Student teachers Pray for Christians training to
teach. Ask that God will bring them into contact with
Christian teachers and lecturers who can help them to
apply their living faith to their work.

Politicians and policy makers Pray that Christians
holding positions of influence might be loving,
compassionate, wise, bold and honest – bringing
honour to God and hope to the people they serve.

Today’s young people are congregated in schools,
with teachers who are hard pressed to meet curriculum
targets. Pray that the Holy Spirit, too, will be there,
opening eyes to Jesus Christ: the Way, the Truth and
the Life.

Advice and media opportunities often require quick
thinking and God’s inspiration and overruling for
accurate and telling communications. Pray for Rupert
Kaye, ACT’s Chief Executive, in these roles. Ask that he
will be enabled to articulate up-to-date information
with a caring, Christian voice.

Non-Christian Teachers Pray that they might come
to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. Pray
for the effective witness of Christian teachers to their
non-Christian colleagues and for an openness to hear
the Gospel message.

Exam stress Lift to the Lord all those young people
and adults (whether teachers or learners) who suffer
anxiety and illness due to the pressure and stress of
preparing for, and sitting, examinations – may God’s
love and peace calm frayed nerves and put things into
perspective, allowing those who sit exams to give of
their best. Pray also for those who set, invigilate and
mark examination papers – that they will be honest
and professional in their work.

Senior teachers Pray for those teachers who have
embarked on (or are thinking of starting) the NPQH
(National Professional Qualification for Headship)
course which requires a real commitment in terms of
time, energy and support from family members for
anything up to two years. Pray for those who are
testing whether they are being called to be part of a
school/college Senior Management Team or to serve
as a Headteacher/Principal.

Education lecturers and researchers Ask that
more Christians will be drawn into universities,
colleges and institutes where they might become
beacons of inspiration and encouragement to
Christians working elsewhere in the educational arena.

Schools and colleges seeking to appoint new staff
need our prayers. So, too, do Christians applying for
new posts. Ask that all Christians working in education
will be open to God’s guidance at this time.

Christian schools’ workers Pray for the continuing
influence of Christian schools’ workers and for the
impact they make on the lives of young people (and
their teachers).

Christian supply teachers need to be blessed with
the full armour of God as they enter unknown territory.
Pray that they will be welcomed, supported and valued
by the schools they serve.

All schools and colleges carry enormous public
expectations, as though they could save the world if
they were properly run. Pray that the standards and
values expected of schools will be backed up in family
and public life.

Educational provision in UK prisons is chronically
under-funded and under-staffed. Ask that God will
strengthen and protect the Christian teachers who
work in prisons. Pray that they will bring new hope to
prisoners. Ask also that more Christians will be called
by God into this often overlooked area of educational
ministry.

Chaplains working in schools, colleges and
universities Pray that they might bring God’s
guidance and comfort to those with whom they work.

Teachers in small, rural schools often feel lonely
and isolated. Training courses and support networks
are not always sensitive to their needs or sympathetic
to their workload. Pray they will receive support and
encouragement.

School governors Thank God for the many hundreds
of Christians who are effective and influential school
governors. Pray for their ongoing work and witness.

Schools and colleges facing inspection Pray for
students, parents, teachers and governors at these
stressful times. Ask God to strengthen Christian
teachers and educational leaders so they can be a
source of encouragement to those around them.

School and college inspectors Pray they will be
honest and fair in their judgements and sensitive and
encouraging in their feedback. Pray especially for
Christian inspectors, asking that God will use them for
His purpose.

School and college administrative staff,
caretakers, cooks, cleaners, etc Lift to the Lord 
all who provide services in education which benefit
learners of all ages. Pray that their contribution is
never trivialised and that their professional and
personal needs are not overlooked. Thank God
especially for Christians in these positions and for their
witness in schools, colleges and universities.

Education in the United Kingdom
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