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Please return this booking form to ACT, 94a London Road, St Albans, Herts,
AL1 1NX no later than ten days prior to the date of the event.

Please note: we need to know by this date in order to confirm the catering
arrangements. Bookings cancelled seven days or less prior to the event
will not be refunded.

I wish to book a place on the following Saturday event:

Date of event: ___________________________________________________

Hosting ACT Group: ______________________________________________

I am a member of:

ACT ACT Scotland ACTW NIACT TISCA

I enclose a cheque (made payable to ‘ACT’) for:

£7.50 or £12.50

Please tick as appropriate 

Name: __________________________________________________________
Please print

Address: ________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Postcode: _________________ Tel: _________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________

I work at: _______________________________________________________
School / College name

My dietary (or other) requirements:

vegetarian vegan gluten free

other:___________________________________________________________
please specify

BOOKING FORM

Saturday 6 May 2006

Hosted by Brentwood ACT Group

Christian approaches to classroom
management and challenging 
behaviour 

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Sawyers Church, Sawyers Hall Lane,
Brentwood, Essex CM15 9BN

Closing date for bookings: 27 April 2006

Saturday 13 May 2006

Hosted by Havering ACT Group

Christian perspectives on learning
and teaching

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Romford Baptist Church, Main Road,
Romford, Essex, RM1 3BL

Closing date for bookings: 3 May 2006

ACT Saturday events
Cost: £7.50 for all members of ACT, ACT Scotland,
ACTW, NIACT or TISCA. £12.50 for everyone else.
The course fee includes lunch, afternoon tea, other
refreshments and all course materials.

Booking: Please photocopy and complete the
booking form at the bottom of this page and post it
to the ACT office, attaching a cheque payable to ‘ACT’,
by the closing date indicated. Please use a separate
form for each event you wish to book a place on.

Time: All of the Saturday events listed here start at
10.30am and finish at 3.30pm.

Saturday 20 May 2006

Hosted by Tyne & Wear ACT Group

Christian perspectives on learning

and teaching

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Church House, St John’s Terrace,

North Shields, Tyne & Wear, NE29 6HS

Closing date for bookings: 10 May 2006

Saturday 24 June 2006

Hosted by Rochester ACT Group

Take a break: a quiet day for

Christians working in education

Led by: Martyn Payne (Barnabas)

At: Hartlip Methodist Church, The Street,

Hartlip, Nr Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 7TG

Closing date for bookings: 14 June 2006

Saturday 21 October 2006

Hosted by South Bucks ACT Group

Christian approaches to classroom

management and challenging 

behaviour 

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: King’s Church Amersham, Chapel

Yard, High Street, Amersham, Bucks,

HP7 0DJ

Closing date for bookings: 11 October 2006

Saturday 28 October 2006

Hosted by Reading ACT Group 

The Christian teacher:

making a difference (being a

Christian witness in school)

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Earley Christian Fellowship,

153 Wokingham Road, Reading, RG6 1LP

Closing date for bookings: 18 October 2006

Saturday 11 November 2006

Hosted by Preston/West Lancs 

ACT Group

Take a break: a quiet day for

Christians working in education

Led by: Alison Harris (Barnabas)

At: Winmarleigh C of E Primary School,

Church Lane, Winmarleigh, Preston,

Lancashire, PR3 OLA

Closing date for bookings: 1 November 2006

Saturday 9 December 2006

Hosted by Tyne & Wear ACT Group

Christian approaches to classroom

management and challenging 

behaviour

Led by: Rupert Kaye (ACT)

At: Venue tbc

Closing date for bookings: 29 November 2006
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natural ability amongst the Smoothmans. We
admitted a new pupil today, seven-year-old
Beverley Hills-Beckham, a boy of good family
whose parents have just returned from Spain.

Thursday 11
Schools are the obvious places for contradictory
legislative tendencies to collide. Child protection
reform has led to the introduction of new
sanctions in line with a liberal understanding of the
teacher in loco parentis. The statutory offence of
‘naughtiness’ is now to be rectified (they hope) by
the teacher refusing to speak to the ‘naughty’ child.
The teacher may use other unspecified measures
to ‘withdraw affection’ from offending juveniles.
Meanwhile, anti-terrorist legislation requires that
any pupil observed with a peashooter in or out of
school shall be confined in the school coal cellar
without trial, appeal, or access to parents.

Friday 12
I was visited today by a new SEN adviser with
special responsibility for innocence. Innocent
children have recently been identified as having
special educational needs. Obviously they can be
marginalised and ostracised, the latter because
they do not understand some jokes. They may be
unusually distressed by stories that are read to
them, or by the kind of narratives that make
history exciting. Statistically, evangelical Christian
homes show high incidence of children with
innocence, as well as of those with something else.
Girls of both types from these families have
recently tended to enter convents. I promised to
look out for signs of serious innocence in the
school. I must confess I can’t recall any during my
time here.

■ Leonard Bookman

May 1911

Monday 8
We have entered the seventh month of a national
strike of county Directors of Education. So far
schools have coped very well. Workforce remodel-
ling dictates that Mr Peel can no longer do the
non-teaching task of rescuing children from the
upper branches of the churchyard yew tree that
overhangs the school playground. Moreover, the
ladder has been condemned by the county health
and safety officer. How, then, is Peel’s role to be
filled? Parental confidence would be zero if we
relied on the distant and disorganised Slimepond
Fire Brigade. The answer is a hot-air balloon,
stored in the village hall, and staffed at three
minutes’ notice by two paroled horse-thieves.

Tuesday 9
Health and safety now requires prominent
warnings to be displayed before the enactment of
any curriculum work with the slightest element of
risk. Each morning the school secretary, Mrs
Lamplady, makes a notice to appear over the stage
at assembly. Its enormous length requires her to
allow the full length of her office and half of mine
to accommodate it during sign writing. Yesterday I
arrived to find, through the open door, a notice
reading ‘Maths: long division – you might find some
scenes distressing’. Today the notice reads ‘RE: the
Sermon on the Mount – don’t try this at home’.

Wednesday 10
After his catechism class today our curate, Mr
Smoothman, told me very proudly that his oldest
nephew had won a Crippen Scholarship in
Chemistry to St Vitus College, Oxford. Mr
Smoothman was a Benetton Exhibitioner in Ethical
Advertising at Cambridge; there is obviously much
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Stuck in Neutral?
Putting Christian values into gear

National Christian Teachers’ Conference 2006

Britannia Hotel, Standish, Wigan
15–17 September 2006
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Stuck in Neutral?

ææææææææææææææææææææææææææ
Christian teachers and learning assistants work in a professional world
where a secular approach is often perceived as being neutral, whilst a
faith perspective is thought to be inherently biased.

This conference will explore:

æ working as a Christian in such a world

æ engaging with young people’s spirituality

æ the positive impact of Christian values on learning and teaching

For more information about
the conference and a

booking form please visit 
www.stapleford-centre.org

and follow the CPD link or
telephone 0115 939 6270

Jointly organised by

Association of Christian Teachers,
The Stapleford Centre, 
Scripture Union and TISCA 
(The Independent Schools
Christian Alliance)

Called by God

Young people seem fascinated by spiritual things, yet
are turned off by religion. Since everyone brings their
beliefs and values into the classroom, how can
Christian educators engage with these issues?

Speakers include

Bart McGettrick
Emeritus Professor of Education
at the University of Glasgow, well
known as a speaker on Christian
values in education.

Yvonne Richmond
Chaplain for Evangelism at
Coventry Cathedral and author of
several books about young
people and spirituality.

Emlyn Williams
Head of Schools Ministry for
Scripture Union, England and
Wales.

10% discount for
Classroom Assistants,

NQTs and StudentTeachers.
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prayers for places
A C T  P R A Y E R  D I A R Y  1  M A Y  2 0 0 6  –  3 0  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 6 Prayers for places is made up of groups of prayers which

focus on educational concerns in a specific region of the
world. Because these prayers are not date-specific you are free
to pray as you feel led – perhaps focusing on a single region or
even a single prayer request for a whole week at a time.

Liberia Isaac Wheigar, Executive Director of
the Association of Christian Schools of Liberia
(ACSOL), says: ‘Please pray for financial
support for ACSOL’s School for Village Kids
project which aims to construct five primary
schools for over 5,000 children in more than
70 villages in Dorzohn, Southern Liberia.’

Kenya Ann Lipson, of Dreamland Education
Centre, Kimilili, says: ‘We are in the process of
planning a Gap Year programme. Please pray
that God will provide the right students for our
Gap programme.’
(www.freewebs.com/gap-programme)

Uganda Pray for Charles Kamwesigye,
National Coordinator for the Uganda Christian
Teachers’ Association, and his colleagues as
they seek to discern God’s will for ways to
serve and support UCTA members.

Liberia Isaac Wheigar, Executive Director of
the Association of Christian Schools of Liberia
(ACSOL), says: ‘Please pray that God will
provide a 4x4 vehicle to enable ACSOL to
expand its services to remote Christian
schools in rural Liberia.’

Tanzania Richard Feather says: ‘Thank God
for the range of families who attend Haven of
Peace Academy, Dar es Salaam. Please pray
that the school would clearly display God's
glory both to Christian families and others.
Please pray, too, for the healthy establishment
of a Sixth Form in the school.’
(www.hopac.net)

Kenya Ann Lipson, of Dreamland Education
Centre, Kimilili, says: ‘We are aiming to
provide good Christian all-round education to
gifted and talented children from very poor
homes in Western Kenya. We thank God we
can offer 30 scholarships, but ask that more
sponsors will come forward so more scholar-
ships can be offered in the future.’

Liberia Isaac Wheigar, Executive Director of
the Association of Christian Schools of Liberia
(ACSOL), says: ‘Please pray for the realisation
of ACSOL’s vision to establish a Liberia
Christian Teachers’ Institute to train Christian
teachers.’

Africa

Ecuador Kate Henry and Magali
Rosero of Fe y Alegria (Faith and
Happiness) School do annual audio-
grams to check hearing loss and
provide hearing-aids for the newly
deaf. Give thanks for this help and
pray for safety as they travel.

Paraguay Remember Estela de
Lopez, head of FEISA (St Andrew’s
Early Years Teacher Training
College) in Asunción. Pray for the
new cohort of first year students and
for the new Christian Worldview
teacher. Praise God for the extended
work of FEISA in the Chaco
supporting Indian teachers in the
Yatnaja community.

Peru Praise God for safe homes, like
Scripture Union’s Casa Girasoles
outside Lima, where volunteers
share the love of Jesus by helping to
rehabilitate street children.

Chile Scripture Union is planning to
extend development of its camps
and school ministries nationwide.
Pray God will enable this to happen
and for Paulina Barrera, the
Executive Secretary of SU Chile.

Bolivia Praise God for the impact
the Step team has had on many
people and pray there will be greater
deaf awareness in Bolivia. Give
thanks for the opportunity to speak
about such issues as bilingual educa-

tion and teaching mathematics in a
visual way to deaf people.

Argentina Thank God for soup
kitchens and homework clubs set up
by local churches in areas of social
deprivation to enable children to
attend school and benefit from
education.

Colombia Give thanks for the help
of international organisations like
Tearfund as they support communi-
ties driven from their homes by civil
unrest and violence. Pray for
teachers trying to provide an educa-
tion for thousands of displaced
children who no longer have a
school to go to.

North, Central & South America

France Daniel Neuhaus asks us to
praise God for the fact that 200
participants from Christian schools
in Francophone Europe attended a
Christian teachers’ conference in
France in February 2006. Please also
pray that God will raise up people of
vision who are willing to start a
Christian Teachers’ Association in
France.

Slovakia Pray for the children and
young adults interested in applying
for places on a Slovak/English
Scripture Union summer camp.
Remember in prayer two girls who
want to attend but are being
hindered from doing so by their non-
believing parents.

Persian Gulf David and Margaret
Judson heard a conference report
which told of Filipino nannies in a
Gulf country asking their Arab
employers for time off to go to
church. The answer: ‘You are
responsible for the children, you
must take them with you.’ Pray for
results!

Hungary Erzsebet Ábrahám
Károlyné asks prayer concerning the
financial needs of many church
schools in Hungary and also for
Christian summer camps there that
many young people will enrol for
them and be blessed through them.

Lebanon Pray for peace and safety
in Lebanon, especially for Christian

teachers and their families and the
children in their care. Remember in
prayer a Christian headteacher at a
Muslim-majority school.

Slovakia Chris Elston asks us to
pray that people will make a
commitment to regularly attend his
Monday Bible Studies class. Pray
also that God will help Chris cope
with the wide range of ability both in
English and Christian understanding.

Bulgaria AUH (the Association of
Christian Teachers in Bulgaria) asks
us to commit to the Lord plans to
organise more conferences and
seminars for Christian teachers. Pray
that God will lead the way and that
finances will be forthcoming.

Europe & the Near East
India Eappen John, General Secretary of the
Evangelical Teachers’ Fellowship says: ‘Please pray 
that Chalk and Chai, ETF’s quarterly magazine, will meet
the felt needs of all ETF members. Pray also that more
staff partners will join ETF so that its ministry among
teachers will grow into all the states of India with strong
local units.’

Nepal Pray for the Christian Teachers’ Fellowship of
Nepal as it continues to provide fellowship and Bible
study for Christian teachers, and seeks to encourage its
members to share their faith with non-Christian teachers.

Malaysia The Teachers’ Christian Fellowship in
Malaysia (TCFM) asks us to continue to pray for the sub-
editors of IN STEP, the quarterly newsletter of TCFM.
Pray also that all Christian teachers will continue to
pledge and give generously towards TCFM’s work.

Indonesia Gwyneth Jones (formerly of Jakarta
Theological College) says: ‘Most of the theological text
books for seminaries and theological faculties are trans-
lations. Thank God for those who translate English texts
into other languages. Pray also that God will make it
possible for non-English theologians to get their work
published in their mother tongue.’

Malaysia The Teachers’ Christian Fellowship in
Malaysia (TCFM) asks us to pray that two more practis-
ing Christian teachers will respond to God’s call to
become Bible Knowledge examiners, commencing this
year end.

Australia The Australian Christian Forum on Education
(ACFE) asks us to pray for its work and witness.
Remember also the editors of its publications: the Nexus
newsletter and the Journal of Christian Education.

India Eappen John, General Secretary of the
Evangelical Teachers’ Fellowship says: ‘Please pray that
all ETF members will make a financial commitment to
the organisation so that all ETF’s financial needs can be
met. Pray also for our Property Project which aims to
procure a larger (1,000 sq ft) office in Hyderabad by the
end of 2007.’

Asia, Australasia & Oceania
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The four Associations of Christian Teachers 
in the UK Pray that God will bless the ministries 
of ACT, ACT Scotland, ACTW and NIACT.

ACT Local Groups Pray that through ACT’s network
of local groups God will richly bless Christians working
in education. Ask that God will raise up more Local
Contacts and Event Organisers to carry out His work.

ACT Saturday training events and Quiet Days
Pray that God will use these days to encourage,
refresh, and equip Christians working in schools.

ACT membership Thank God that ACT membership
is on the increase again and has just reached a four-
year high. Pray that ACT will continue to grow
throughout the year. Pray also that many more
Christian student teachers and NQTs will hear about –
and join – ACT.

ACT General Fund Pray that the Association’s
special appeal for £35,000 of extra funding this year
reaches its target. Thank God that £15,000 has been
received so far. Ask that significantly more ACT
members will contribute generously to the
Association’s finances.

ACT Overseas Fund Thank God for the ways this
fund has blessed, encouraged and resourced Christian
teachers around the world over the years. Pray that
people will sign up to ACT’s Kilimanjaro Challenge in
August 2007 to raise money for the Overseas Fund.

ACT website Commit to the Lord plans to expand
and further develop the ACT website. Pray God’s
protection for Paul Tilbury (the designer), Peter
Worthington (the programmer) and Rupert Kaye (who
will be writing new material for the site).

Hillingdon/Hounslow ACT Group Judith Cook
says: ‘Thank God for good relationships among those
working in schools. Please pray for more opportunities
for evangelistic outreach among Christians working in
schools in Hillingdon and Hounslow.’

The Stapleford Centre Heather Miller says: ‘Pray for
effective marketing of Cracking Christmas, Cracking
Easter, Cracking Church Life and Cracking Christianity:
God. Ask that they will be widely used and will bring
great benefit and enjoyment to teachers and pupils.’

School and college administrative staff,
caretakers, cooks, cleaners, etc Lift to the Lord 
all who provide services in education which benefit
learners of all ages. Pray that their contribution is
never trivialised and that their professional and
personal needs are not overlooked. Thank God
especially for Christians in these positions and for 
their witness in schools, colleges and universities.

All schools and colleges carry enormous public
expectations, as though they could save the world if
they were properly run. Pray that the standards and
values expected of schools will be backed up in family
and public life.

Educational provision in UK prisons is chronically
under-funded and under-staffed. Ask that God will
strengthen and protect the Christian teachers who
work in prisons. Pray that they will bring new hope to
prisoners. Ask also that more Christians will be called
by God into this often overlooked area of educational
ministry.

Chaplains working in schools, colleges and
universities Pray that they might bring God’s
guidance and comfort to those with whom they work.

Teachers in small, rural schools often feel lonely
and isolated. Training courses and support networks
are not always sensitive to their needs or sympathetic
to their workload. Pray they will receive support and
encouragement.

Teachers in pupil referral units work with students
with extreme behavioural and/or learning needs. Pray
that Christian teachers in PRUs will demonstrate the
Fruit of the Spirit day by day.

Schools and colleges facing inspection Pray for
students, parents, teachers and governors at these
stressful times. Ask God to strengthen Christian
teachers and educational leaders so they can be a
source of encouragement to those around them.

School and college inspectors Pray they will be
honest and fair in their judgements and sensitive and
encouraging in their feedback. Pray especially for
Christian inspectors, asking that God will use them for
His purpose.

Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs) need support and
encouragement throughout their probationary year.
Thank God for ACT’s mentoring initiative which aims
to put Christians in their first three years of teaching in
touch with an experienced Christian teacher-mentor.

Principals, headteachers and senior managers
need to be blessed with wisdom and humility in all
they do – able to lead and serve in equal measure.

Students in debt Pray for those who leave university
owing thousands of pounds in student debts. Pray that
politicians and policy makers will seek a just way
forward, which is sensitive to the needs of individual
students and financially prudent for the nation as a
whole.

School governors Thank God for the many hundreds
of Christians who are effective and influential school
governors. Pray for their ongoing work and witness.

Christian teaching assistants, classroom assis-
tants, lab technicians, counsellors, learning
mentors, etc need prayer as they serve God in their
work with children and adults. Pray for all who love the
Lord Jesus Christ and serve Him in their work with
children and adults.

Student teachers Pray for Christians training to
teach. Ask that God will bring them into contact with
Christian teachers and lecturers who can help them to
apply their living faith to their work.

Politicians and policy makers Pray that Christians
holding positions of influence might be loving,
compassionate, wise, bold and honest – bringing
honour to God and hope to the people they serve.

Today’s young people are congregated in schools,
with teachers who are hard pressed to meet curriculum
targets. Pray that the Holy Spirit, too, will be there,
opening eyes to Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Advice and media opportunities often require quick
thinking and God’s inspiration and overruling for
accurate and telling communications. Pray for Rupert
Kaye, ACT’s Chief Executive, in these roles. Ask that he
will be enabled to articulate up-to-date information
with a caring, Christian voice.

Exam stress Lift to the Lord all those young people
and adults (whether teachers or learners) who suffer
anxiety and illness due to the pressure and stress of
preparing for, and sitting, examinations – may God’s
love and peace calm frayed nerves and put things into
perspective, allowing those who sit exams to give of
their best. Pray also for those who set, invigilate and
mark examination papers – that they will be honest
and professional in their work.

Senior teachers Pray for those teachers who have
embarked on (or are thinking of starting) the NPQH
(National Professional Qualification for Headship)
course which requires a real commitment in terms of
time, energy and support from family members for
anything up to two years. Pray for those who are
testing whether they are being called to be part of a
school/college Senior Management Team or to serve
as a Headteacher/Principal.

Education lecturers and researchers Ask that
more Christians will be drawn into universities,
colleges and institutes where they might become
beacons of inspiration and encouragement to
Christians working elsewhere in the educational arena.

The education press Pray that Christian views and
sensitivities will be reported fairly and accurately.

Schools and colleges seeking to appoint new staff
need our prayers. So, too, do Christians applying for
new posts. Ask that all Christians working in education
will be open to God’s guidance at this time.

Christian schools’ workers Pray for the continuing
influence of Christian schools’ workers and for the
impact they make on the lives of young people (and
their teachers).

Christian supply teachers need to be blessed with
the full armour of God as they enter unknown territory.
Pray that they will be welcomed, supported and valued
by the schools they serve.

Non-Christian teachers Pray that they might come
to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. Pray
for the effective witness of Christian teachers to their
non-Christian colleagues and for an openness to hear
the Gospel message.

Education in the United Kingdom
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Prayers by date lists date-specific prayer
concerns so you can pray for meetings and
special events just before they take place.

prayers by date

May 2006
Please pray for John Shortt, EurECA

Travelling Secretary, as he speaks at a conference for
Christian teachers in Spain.

Nottingham area ACT Group (known as CUE:
Christians United in Education) meets tonight for a
social activity. Pray that new friendships are established
and support networks strengthened. For more details,
contact Naomi Burton. (T: 0115 9209421
E: robbieandnaomi@ntlworld.com)

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day 
in Brentwood. Pray for those attending the event and
for Rupert as he speaks about Christian approaches to
classroom management and challenging behaviour.

OMF (Overseas Missionary Fellowship) is
holding a prayer meeting in Keswick. Please pray for
Gwyneth Jones (formerly of Jakarta Theological
College, Indonesia) who will be attending.

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day in
Havering. Pray for those attending the event and for
Rupert as he speaks about Christian perspectives on
learning and teaching.

Scripture Union is running an ‘Advanced
School for Schools Workers’ at Morley Retreat House.
Please pray for the leaders as they help Christians who
have been working in schools for a couple of years to
brush up on their skills. For more information, contact
Ruth Thomas. (T: 01908 856168 E: RuthT@scripture-
union.org.uk)

The ACT Scotland Committee meets in
Edinburgh. Pray for wisdom and clarity of thought.

Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day in
Tyne & Wear. Pray for those attending the event and for
Rupert as he speaks about Christian perspectives on
learning and teaching.

20

20

15–19

13

11

6

3

1–2

EurECA (European Educators’ Christian
Association) Board Meeting in Graz, Austria.

EurECA (European Educators’ Christian
Association) working conference in Graz, Austria.

Ann Lipson, of Dreamland Education
Centre, Kimilili, Kenya, says: ‘Pray for Rosemary and
Sarah from Danetree Junior School in Epsom, Surrey,
who will be visiting Dreamland.’

June 2006
Rupert Kaye will be representing ACT on the

Education Sunday Steering Group of the CJEPC
(Churches Joint Education Policy Committee) today.
(www.education-sunday.org)

Rupert Kaye and Geoff Lawson meet in
Chester to discuss plans for holding more Faith in Work
careers conferences for Christian sixth formers and
undergraduates in 2006 and 2007. Ask that they will be
inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit. Ask also that
necessary finances will be forthcoming.

Bath area ACT Group is holding a ‘Pray for
Schools’ evening at Oldfield Park Baptist Church at
7.45pm. Pray for all those attending. For more details,
contact Chris Hammersley. (T: 0115 9209421 
E: twobytwo@hotmail.co.uk)

OMF (Overseas Missionary Fellowship) is
holding a prayer meeting in Lancaster today. Please
pray for Gwyneth Jones (formerly of Jakarta
Theological College, Indonesia) who will be attending.

Deadline for articles and prayer requests for
the Autumn (September) 2006 edition of ACT Now.
Pray for Rupert as he edits magazine items.

Ruth Thomas of Scripture Union asks us to
pray for the summer! Each year around 50,000 children
and young people attend Christian holidays around the
UK, and this weekend is a special focus of prayer for
those preparing to run these events. For more informa-
tion, contact Christian Camping International.
(T: 01908 641641 E: office@cci.org.uk 
W: www.prayforthesummer.co.uk)

17–18

15

13

12

9

7

25 May – 4 June

25–28

24

NIACT (Northern Ireland ACT) will be 
hosting the biennial seminar for representatives of the
four ACTs in the UK this weekend. The theme will be
Promoting absolutes in a relativistic age. Please pray for 
all attending this event. Ask that this time of sharing
and fellowship will strengthen bonds of friendship and
trust between ACT, ACT Scotland, ACTW and NIACT.

ACT-BRF ‘Quiet Day’ for Christian teachers
and school support staff in Rochester. Pray for those
attending the event and for Martyn Payne (part of
BRF’s Barnabas schools ministry team) who is leading
the day at Hartlip Methodist Church, Hartlip, Kent.
For more details, contact Helen Dickinson.
(T: 01634 722487 E: johnhelen@fish.co.uk) 

July 2006
Alastair Reid, Principal at Hebron School,

Ooty, India, says: ‘Please pray for my wife and I as we
take a six month sabbatical from Hebron School from
1 July onwards. Please continue to pray for the school
in our absence.’

ACT’s Board of Directors meets today in
Birmingham. Pray for guidance, encouragement and
inspiration.

Please pray for John Shortt, EurECA
Travelling Secretary, as he teaches at a summer school
in Ukraine for Christian teachers from Ukraine, Russia
and other countries in Eastern Europe.

Chris Hammersley, ACT Local Contact for
Bath, says: ‘Please pray for the 2by2 Summer Work-
shops: It’s Your Move for Year 6 children from five
schools in Bath. Pray for the young people as they
explore what God has to say to them as they move 
on to secondary school.’

NIACT (Northern Ireland ACT) will be hosting
a seminar during the New Horizon week in Coleraine.
The topic will deal with the many changes coming to
education in Northern Ireland.

24

12–14

10–21

8

1

24

23–25

Prayer requests News about answered prayer is always welcome,
as are prayer requests concerning educational themes from Christians
working in schools and colleges in the UK or overseas.

Prayer Diary deadlines Prayers for 1 September 2006 to 
31 January 2007 ACT Prayer Diary and/or Prayer section of the ACT
website to the ACT Office by 15 June 2006. Prayers for 1 January to 

A C T  P R A Y E R  D I A R Y  1  M A Y  2 0 0 6  –  3 0  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 6

31 May 2007 by 15 October 2006. Prayers for 
1 May to 30 September 2007 by 15 February 2007.

Prayer promise Although we cannot guarantee that every
prayer received by ACT will be included in this Prayer Diary or
posted on the ACT website (www.christian-teachers.org.uk), we do
promise that every prayer request will be prayed for.

Gwyneth Jones will be staffing the
main OMF (Overseas Missionary Fellowship) exhibition
stand at The Keswick Convention. Please pray that God
will draw people to the OMF stand and will use it to
bless, challenge and call people to His service.

August 2006
Richard Feather says: ‘Haven of Peace

Academy, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, is establishing Sixth
Form (Grade 11) classes in August 2006. Please pray
that teachers will be ready to teach the courses and
that students will be keen to learn.’ (www.hopac.net)

Richard Feather says: ‘This week teachers will
be reassembling to start the new school year at Haven
of Peace Academy, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Pray that
those arriving for the first time will quickly feel part of
the team and will soon acclimatise to life in Tanzania.’
(www.hopac.net)

September 2006
Watford Teachers’ Fellowship will be holding

their termly Communion Service this evening at
St Luke’s Church, Langley Way, Watford. The speaker
will be Gemma Gosling from Soul Survivor. For more
details, contact Mary Bowen. (T: 01923 232517
E: mary@bowens.net) 

The ACT Scotland Committee meets in
Edinburgh. Pray for wisdom and clarity of thought.

National Christian Teachers’ Conference in
Wigan. The conference focus will be on the application
of Christian beliefs and values in a professional world
where a secular approach is wrongly perceived as being
neutral. Please pray for the speakers: Professor Bart
McGettrick, Yvonne Richmond and Emlyn Williams.
Pray also for the delegates.

ACT’s Board of Directors meets today in
London. Pray for guidance, encouragement and 
inspiration.
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prayers for groups
Prayers for groups contains longer prayers
and meditations which can be used as they are
or adapted to suit a prayer meeting or an act 
of worship.

Please feel free to photocopy this meditation.

A loving teacher does not boast if she happens to

have an entire class of perfectly-behaved, straight-A

students, nor does she try to take all the credit for

their achievements! 

A loving teacher is always humble and polite. She 

is never proud or rude; she is never dismissive or

condescending; and she never gossips, swears or

blasphemes.

A loving teacher does not advance her own career at

the expense of her students or her colleagues. Instead,

she strives to protect her students by putting their

needs first. She is confident and assertive, rather than

selfish or pushy. At all times, she is considerate of the

thoughts and feelings of others.

A loving teacher does not lose her temper every five

minutes. She recognises those situations when she

needs to stop and count to ten in her head before

saying anything she might later regret. She knows that,

when provoked, she should remain calm and in

control.

Although a loving teacher may have to keep a record

of student misconduct in accordance with her school’s

behaviour policy, she steadfastly refuses to give up on

those students who break the rules. She is always fair

and never holds a grudge. She remembers that every

student is made in the image of God; and she reminds

her class that every lesson offers a new beginning.

She celebrates good behaviour and academic progress

instead of getting hung up about a few minor misde-

meanours or a handful of disappointing pieces of

work. She praises honesty in others and is honest

herself; she trusts, and is trusted by, those around her;

she is the embodiment of hope and perseverance.

A great teacher radiates PATIENCE, PERSEVERANCE

and, most important of all, LOVE.

Is it any wonder then that the greatest teacher is

Jesus?

I may be fluent in all 94 languages spoken by the

families of students at my school, but if I am not

courteous and respectful, parents will say I am

unapproachable; pupils will say I never listen; other

members of staff will say I am arrogant. A voice void

of compassion is about as welcome as the sound of a

dentist’s drill… or fingernails being slowly scraped

down a chalkboard! 

I may know how to assess, plan and teach the perfect

lesson; I may have a higher degree in curriculum

development or child psychology; I may even have

faith in my ability to conquer the marking mountain

that covers my desk; but if I do not love the students 

I teach I need to consider whether I’m in the right

profession after all.

I may buy expensive things for the classroom with 

my own money; I may do countless hours of unpaid

schoolwork every weekday evening and most term-

time weekends; but if I do not love the students I

teach then all I stand to gain by my heroic acts of

self-sacrifice is a large dose of burn-out, breakdown

and bankruptcy.

Communication skills, subject knowledge, experience,

qualifications, hard work and personal generosity –

though important – are not enough. If a teacher does

not LOVE her students her efforts are in vain.

A loving teacher is patient and kind. She builds confi-

dence and self-esteem; she is sensitive to the fact that

no two students… or parents… or colleagues are ever

the same. She gives words of encouragement and

reassurance to every student; and she is prepared to

explain a concept again… and again… and again until

it sinks in. She makes positive eye contact and smiles

a lot.

A loving teacher does not envy the fact that another

teacher appears to have an entire class of perfectly-

behaved, straight-A students. Instead, she celebrates

their success.

This meditation by Rupert Kaye, Chief Executive of ACT, was first published on the ACT website (www.christian-teachers.org.uk) in March 2006.

A meditation for teachers based on 1 Corinthians 13
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