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Available from CWR on 01252 784710 or visit our online store
at www.cwrstore.org.uk quoting promotion code ANO5-308.
Also available from your local Christian bookshop.

ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN TEACHERS

New School New Challenge.
YP's Guide to Starting Secondary School

Steve Holloway

Starting secondary school can be a daunting experience. This
new booklet can help, however. It's crammed with useful
advice on leaving primary school, friends, preparing well,
making wise choices in the early weeks, and building faith
and friendships. It also includes seven days of Bible reading
notfes to encourage children during this time of fransition.

We're able to offer the first 25,000 copies
of this booklet at the subsidised price of
£0.99 instead of the RRP of £2.49, thanks
to the generous donations of our many
supporters.

ISBN: 978-1-85345-418-9

M Applying God's Word
to everyday life and relationships
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The Miracles of Jesus

DAILY TELEGRAPH

An unmissable tool for units on Jesus and the Gospels,
presented by Rageh Omaar, the BBC's man in Baghdad
during the 2003 Iraq war.

The Miracles of Jesus education pack includes:
3 disc set

teachers’ background material, objectives
and a range of creative classroom activities

syllabus matrix

key student learning materials and
exam-style questions

downloadable versions of all teacher
and student materials available online

designed to support the exam specifications
from all major GCSE and AS/A2 level bodies.

Available exclusively from Bible Society
Order at
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ACT PRAYER DIARY

MAY 2007 —

30 SEPTEMBER 2007

pmyers by date

Prayers by date lists date-specific prayer
concerns so you can pray for meetings and
special events just before they take place.

May 2007

@ Ann Christian, Headteacher at
Carachipampa Christian School in Bolivia, says:
‘Please pray for the twelve teachers we need for
August 2007. We believe that God can fill these
gaps even though we see no one on the horizon!’

@D Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training

day in Bath. Pray for those attending the event at

St Bartholomew’s Church Centre and for Rupert Kaye
who is speaking about Making a difference: how to

be a positive Christian witness in your school/college
workplace. For more details, contact

Chris Hammersley (T: 01225 335531

E: chammersley@hotmail.com)

.D Rupert Kaye represents ACT at a meeting
of the Education Sunday Steering Group today.
Pray for everyone present as they begin the task of
writing materials for next year’s Education Sunday
(20 January 2008).

@3 EuECA (European Educators’ Christian
Association) Board Meeting in Geneva, Switzerland.

Pray for everyone attending the EurECA
(European Educators’ Christian Association) annual
conference in Geneva, Switzerland. This year’s event
will celebrate the 10th anniversary of EurECA’s
Prague Declaration.

@D ACT Scotland training day in Edinburgh.
Pray for those attending the event at The Eric Liddell
Centre and for Rupert Kaye who is speaking about
Christian approaches to classroom management and
challenging behaviour. For more details, contact the
ACT Scotland office (T: 0131 333 4077

E: actscotland@btinternet.com)

June 2007

@73 Jonathan Aitken and Baroness Cox will be
speaking at the TISCA Main Meeting today in London.

@3 Closing date for applications for the post of
Assistant Editor of ACT Now. Pray that Christians with
excellent writing, editing and organisational skills will
hear God calling them to apply for this position.

n Deadline for emails, letters, articles,
resource reviews and prayer requests for the Autumn
(September) 2007 edition of ACT Now. Ask God to
guide and protect Rupert as he edits the magazine
and prayer diary.

@A) Rupert Kaye and four friends from Dunstable
Methodist Church will be undertaking a sponsored
Three Peaks Challenge. This involves climbing Ben
Nevis, Scafell Pike and Snowdon (the highest peaks in
Scotland, England and Wales) in quick succession.
Money raised will be shared between Dunstable
Methodist Church and two medical charities.

@I A group of ACT Directors meets today to
shortlist applications for the post of Assistant Editor of
ACT Now. Pray that God will grant them wisdom and
discernment as they decide which candidates should
be invited for interview on 28 June.

@2 TISCA s running a training day for Sixth
Formers in Oxford. Pray for Nick Pollard who is
leading the day, and for the participants as they take
up leadership roles in their schools.

@) Rupert Kaye will be preaching and leading
workshops to celebrate the 75th anniversary of
Shoeburyness Evangelical Church in Essex. Pray
that this is a weekend of wonderful blessing and
encouragement for everyone involved.

@D nterviews for the post of Assistant Editor
of ACT Now. Pray that God will be at the heart of
proceedings, helping candidates to give of their best
and guiding the interview panel as it seeks to make
the right decision.

@ED Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training day
in Nottingham. Pray for those attending the event at
Trent Vineyard Church and for Rupert Kaye who is
speaking about Making a difference: how to be a positive
Christian witness in your school/college workplace.

For details, contact Naomi Burton (T: 0115 920 9421
E: robbieandnaomi@ntlworld.com)

July 2007

ACT’s Board of Directors meets today
in London. Pray for guidance, encouragement and
inspiration.

@D Please pray for John Shortt, Travelling
Secretary for the European Educators’ Christian
Association, as he teaches at a summer school in
Ukraine for Christian teachers from former Soviet
Union countries.

August 2007

@3 AS and A2 examination results are
announced today. Pray for students who have:
exceeded expectations; achieved their predicted
grades; fallen short of their predicted grades; failed one
or more exams outright. Pray especially for students
who now need to reconsider their plans. Ask that God
will direct them and give their advisors wisdom.

@7 The teacher induction programme at Haven
of Peace Academy, Dar es Salaam, begins today. Pray
that new teachers will get acclimatised to Tanzania
and will quickly feel part of the teaching team.
(www.hopac.net)

@FE) GCSE and GNVQ examination results are
announced today. Ask God to help students to put
their intense feelings of success, relief, disappointment
or failure into perspective — and to know that they are
loved, not for their exam grades but because of who
they are. Pray that their teachers, friends and family
will find the right words to say.

Prayer requests We welcome prayer requests concerning
educational themes from Christians working in schools and
colleges in the UK and around the world. We also welcome news of
answered prayers.

Prayer Diary deadlines Prayers for | September 2007
to 31 January 2008 ACT Now Prayer Diary and/or Prayer Diary
section of the ACT website to the ACT Office by I5 June 2007.

@ The new school year at Haven of Peace
Academy, Dar es Salaam, begins today. Please pray for
a unified and cohesive start to the school year
especially for Grade 12 (Upper Sixth) students starting
for the first time. (www.hopac.net)

September 2007

@IEDD Rupert Kaye represents ACT at a meeting of
the Christian Workplace Forum today. Thank God for
a shared vision to transform the nation by making a
Christian impact in workplaces across the UK. Pray for
everyone present as they work together to encourage
and equip Christians for mission by helping them to
see their everyday work responsibilities as a way of
serving God and witnessing to co-workers and
students / patients / clients / customers, etc.

@D 1aking faith seriously: how can schools do this
well? is the title of a one-day conference in London
for Christian teaching assistants and teachers. The
event is jointly sponsored by ACT, Scripture Union,
The Stapleford Centre and TISCA. (See page 2 of
Summer 2007 edition of ACT Now for details.)

@ Rupert Kaye is leading an ACT training

day in Sutton. Pray for those attending the event at
Church of the Good Shepherd in Carshalton Beeches
and for Rupert Kaye who is speaking about Making a
difference: how to be a positive Christian witness in your
school/college workplace. For more details, contact
Rosey King (T: 020 8661 0711

E: schoolsworkers@btconnect.com)

[ 24 ] Tyne & Wear ACT Group meets this evening.
Pray for those attending the event and for Rupert Kaye
who is the invited speaker. For more details, contact
Geoff Brown (T: 0191 4778656

E: GeoffB@scriptureunion.org.uk)

@D ACT’s Board of Directors meets today
in London. Pray for guidance, encouragement and
inspiration.

Prayers for | January to 31 May 2008 by |5 October 2007.
Prayers for | May to 30 September 2008 by I5 February 2008.

Prayer promise Although we cannot guarantee
that every prayer received by ACT will be included in
this Prayer Diary or posted on the Association’s website
(www.christian-teachers.org.uk), we do promise that
every prayer request will be prayed for.
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Prayers for places is made up of groups of prayers
which focus on educational concerns in a specific region
of the world. Because these prayers are not date-specific

Zimbabwe On 11 March 2007 armed riot

you are free to pray as you feel led — perhaps focusing
on a single region or even a single prayer request for a

police used teargas and shotguns to end a
prayer meeting in Harare. One person died;

prayers for places

whole week at a time.

Asia, Australasia & Oceania

India Hebron School, Ooty, is a relatively small
‘family” school. It is currently trying to respond to
increased student applications from Christian workers
serving across Asia. Please pray for the staff as they
strive to meet these needs.

Pakistan Murree Christian School desperately needs
more teaching staff. Ask God to raise up suitably
gifted women and men who are willing to work hard
for low salaries, or are able to find their own financial
support. (www.mcs.org.pk)

Malaysia Goh Kai Lian of the Teachers’ Christian
Fellowship in Malaysia says: ‘Pray that a new genera-
tion of younger Christian educators will respond to
God’s call to join the TCFM Executive Committee.
Most current committee members are nearing the
mandatory retirement age.’

Indonesia Gwyneth Jones says: ‘I have been
translating a commentary on Job into Indonesian.
Now I need to patiently “translation check” my work
before sending it to the Indonesian publisher. Pray the
final translation communicates clearly.’

Malaysia Goh Kai Lian of the Teachers’ Christian
Fellowship in Malaysia says: ‘Pray for Christian school
principals in Malaysia. Ask God to grant them His
special wisdom, favour and humility to lead mission
and government-aided schools in a changing and
challenging educational climate.’

South Korea 17,000 South Korean Christians work
overseas as missionaries. (Only the USA sends more
people into the mission field.) Pray for the children of
South Korean missionaries. Most attend English
medium schools and many find it difficult to adjust to
the Korean public school system when they return.

Singapore Please pray for Lucy Toh, Chair of the
Teachers’ Christian Fellowship in Singapore, as she
travels to London to spend time with her husband

who is posted there on study leave.

Slovakia Chris Elston is enjoying
teaching English this year with many
well-motivated students, for which he
thanks God. But he longs that more
of them would accept invitations to
hear the Gospel and respond to
Christ. Pray for such opportunities.

EurECA Please pray for John Shortt,
Travelling Secretary for the European
Educators’ Christian Association, as
he prepares to teach at a summer
school for Christian teachers from
former Soviet Union countries in
Ukraine in July 2007.

Bulgaria Kornelia Taneva, National
Co-ordinator of the Bulgaria
Association of Christian Teachers,
says: “Thank God for the generous

financial support provided by the
ACT England Overseas Fund this
year. This money will allow us to
organise many more conferences
for Christian teachers in Bulgaria.’
Please remember Kornelia in your
prayers.

Lebanon Continue to pray for the
safety of everyone at the Dar el
Awlad Boys’ orphanage in Beirut.
Remember especially the Director,
Matt Parker. Ask for wisdom, joy
and peace for all those who are
responsible for the welfare and
education of the boys.

Slovakia Chris Elston has 50
students in his English classes but is
struggling to get the final instalment

North, Central & South America

Paraguay Give glory to God! FEISA
(St Andrew’s Early Years Teacher
Training College) in Asuncién has
been given permission to run a
degree-level course for its students.

Peru Julio and Norma Montoya lead
an outreach ministry in the shanty
towns of Lima. Pray the children they
serve will be physically and spiritually
nourished — receiving food as well as
hearing about Jesus.

Paraguay St Andrew’s School,
Asuncién, needs more teachers.
Uphold Gwen Carlisle, the Head,
and Mags Southern, the Deputy,

and other staff members. Pray
that all pupils will develop both
spiritually and academically. Ask
God to grant staff and pupils His
travelling mercies.

Chile Pray for the pupils and staff
at St Paul’s School, Vifia del Mar.
Remember also Nicolas Gana, the
Head, and Eduardo Reyes, Pastoral
Co-ordinator. Praise God for much
improved links with local churches.

Paraguay Thank God for the work
of FEISA (St Andrew’s Early Years

Teacher Training College), Asuncion.

FEISA alumni now work with 1,000

of fees from a few who are erratic in
attendance. Ask God to give him a
‘firm but generous spirit” as he deals
with this situation.

EurECA Please pray for John Shortt,
Travelling Secretary for the European
Educators’ Christian Association, as
he prepares to teach at a workshop
for Christian teacher-trainers in
Singapore in September 2007.

Bulgaria Kornelia Taneva, National
Co-ordinator of the Bulgaria
Association of Christian Teachers,
says: ‘We praise God for Bernard
Bowers and John Muir from ACT
Scotland. They attended our national
conference in Sophia in October 2006
and brought us many blessings.”

children every day. Many work with
children in indigenous communities.

Peru Please pray for San Lucas
School, Arequipa, following the
departure of long-serving Chaplain,
Alejandro Mesco. Remember the
Head, Grimaldina Catacora, and
staff as they strive to provide a
good Christian education.

Paraguay Estela de Lopez is Head
of FEISA (St Andrew’s Early Years
Teacher Training College), Asuncion.
She says: ‘Pray for more Christian
staff and students, also for a new
building and fresh funding sources.’

many others were injured or arrested. Pray

for the Church at this difficult time. Ask that,
in God’s strength, all Christians will act justly,
love mercy and walk humbly with their Lord.

Liberia Isaac Wheigar, Executive Director
of the Association of Christian Schools of
Liberia says: ‘Funds are needed to provide
scholarships for Christian teachers who
desire formal teacher training but have very
limited resources. £80 is enough to provide
a full scholarship for one teacher for a year.”

Tanzania Richard Feather says: ‘Haven of
Peace Academy in Dar es Salaam thanks God
for His faithfulness over the last 13 years in
providing teachers, resources and students.
Pray for the school as its Vision 2010 unfolds
over the next three years.’

Liberia Isaac Wheigar, Executive Director
of the Association of Christian Schools of
Liberia says: ‘ACSOL has received many
requests to extend its ministry to rural
areas. But Liberia’s roads are deplorable and
we do not have transportation. Pray for funds
to buy and run a suitable 4x4 vehicle.’

Zimbabwe Christians working in schools,
colleges and universities ask to be filled anew
with the power of the Holy Spirit and blessed
with wisdom, grace, love and courage. Pray
they will be Christ-centred and Christ-like in
all they think, say and do. Remember also the
ministry of the Association of Christian
Educators in Zimbabwe.

Liberia Isaac Wheigar, Executive Director
of the Association of Christian Schools of
Liberia says: ‘Pray that God will provide the
resources needed to renovate and equip the
property we have acquired for our national
Christian Teacher Training Institute.”

Zambia Hilary Millard of Amano Christian
School says: ‘We are very short-staffed. We
need a Secondary Headteacher and dorm
parents. Pray also for our students as they
prepare to sit their IGCSEs in October.”



Education in the United Kingdom

The four Associations of Christian Teachers in
the UK Pray that God will bless the ministries of
ACT, ACT Scotland, ACTW and NIACT.

ACT Local Groups Pray that through ACT's network
of local groups God will richly bless Christians working
in education. Ask that God will raise up more Local
Contacts and Event Organisers to carry out His work.

Conference for Christian student teachers and
NQTs Give thanks and praise for a small but very
uplifting inaugural national conference for Christian
student teachers and NQTs, held in Nottingham on
Saturday 17 March 2007. A similar event is already
planned for Saturday 8 March 2008. Commit these
plans to the Lord. Pray for the right speakers and
workshop leaders. Ask that conference publicity will
find its way into the hands of many more Christian
students and NQTs.

Lyn Spall, ACT Local Contact for Ipswich, says:

‘A decision was made on 22 March 2007 to close all
Suffolk middle schools and change the whole county to
the two-tier system. This is already having a major
effect on staff recruitment in middle schools. Pray
especially for Church middle schools at this time.’

www.xref-it.info Heather Miller says: “The Cross
Reference Project website launches this summer. Pray
that it will become a must-use resource for students
and teachers of English Literature at AS/A2 Level as
they seek to understand the Christian and biblical
background underpinning the texts they are studying.’

Jan Hodgkinson is ACT'’s secretary. She updates the
ACT website, collates prayer requests for the ACT
Prayer Diary and helps to produce ACT Now.

Carol Horne is ACT’s Office Manager. She oversees
the smooth running of the office, responds to day-to-
day office enquiries, keeps ACT’s membership records
up-to-date and manages the Association’s finances.

Rupert Kaye is ACT’s Chief Executive. He is respon-
sible for leading the Association forward, handling
media enquiries, building up ACT’s national network
of Local Groups, representing ACT on a number of
national bodies and editing ACT Now.

Students in debt Pray for those who leave university
owing thousands of pounds in student debts. Pray that
politicians and policy makers will seek a just way
forward, which is sensitive to the needs of individual
students and financially prudent for the nation.

School governors Thank God for the many hundreds
of Christians who are effective and influential school
governors. Pray for their ongoing work and witness.

Christian teaching assistants, classroom assis-
tants, lab technicians, counsellors, learning
mentors, etc need prayer as they serve God in their
work with children and adults. Pray for all who love
the Lord Jesus Christ and serve Him in these roles.

Student teachers Pray for Christians training to
teach. Ask that God will bring them into contact with
Christian teachers and lecturers who can help them to
apply their living faith to their work.

Politicians and policy makers Pray that Christians
holding positions of influence might be loving,
compassionate, wise, bold and honest — bringing
honour to God and hope to the people they serve.

Today’s young people are congregated in schools,
with teachers who are hard pressed to meet curriculum
targets. Pray that the Holy Spirit, too, will be there,
opening eyes to Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Advice and media opportunities often require quick
thinking and God'’s inspiration and overruling for
accurate and telling communications. Pray for Rupert
Kaye, ACT’s Chief Executive, in these roles. Ask that
he will be enabled to articulate up-to-date information
with a caring, Christian voice.

Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs) need support and
encouragement throughout their probationary year.
Thank God for ACT’s mentoring initiative which aims
to put Christians in their first three years of teaching in
touch with an experienced Christian teacher-mentor.

Principals, headteachers and senior managers
Pray that more Christians will answer God’s call to

be ‘servant leaders’ to students, staff and the wider
community. Ask that they are blessed with wisdom and
humility in all they think, say and do.

The education press Pray that Christian views and
sensitivities will be reported fairly and accurately.

Schools and colleges seeking to appoint new staff
need our prayers. So, too, do Christians applying for
new posts. Ask that all Christians working in education
will be open to God’s guidance at this time.

Christian schools’ workers Pray for the continuing
influence of Christian schools’ workers and for the
impact they make on the lives of young people (and
their teachers).

Christian supply teachers need to be blessed with
the full armour of God as they enter unknown territory.
Pray that they will be welcomed, supported and valued
by the schools they serve.

Non-Christian teachers Pray that they might come
to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. Pray
for the effective witness of Christian teachers to their
non-Christian colleagues and for an openness to hear
the Gospel message.

Exam stress Lift to the Lord all those young people
and adults (whether teachers or learners) who suffer
anxiety and illness due to the pressure and stress of
preparing for, and sitting, examinations — may God’s
love and peace calm frayed nerves and put things into
perspective, allowing those who sit exams to give of
their best. Pray also for those who set, invigilate and
mark examination papers — that they will be honest
and professional in their work.

Senior teachers Pray for those teachers who have
embarked on (or are thinking of starting) the NPQH
(National Professional Qualification for Headship)
course which requires a real commitment in terms of
time, energy and support from family members for
anything up to two years. Pray for those who are
testing whether they are being called to be part of a
school/college Senior Management Team or to serve
as a headteacher/principal.

Education lecturers and researchers Ask that
more Christians will be drawn into universities,
colleges and institutes where they might become
beacons of inspiration and encouragement to
Christians working elsewhere in the educational arena.

Educational provision in UK prisons is chronically
under-funded and under-staffed. Ask that God will
strengthen and protect the Christian teachers who
work in prisons. Pray that they will bring new hope to
prisoners. Ask also that more Christians will be called
by God into this often overlooked area of educational
ministry.

Teachers in small, rural schools often feel lonely
and isolated. Training courses and support networks
are not always sensitive to their needs or sympathetic
to their workload. Pray they will receive support and
encouragement.

Teachers in pupil referral units work with students
with extreme behavioural and/or learning needs. Pray
that Christian teachers in PRUs will demonstrate the
Fruit of the Spirit day by day.

Schools and colleges facing inspection Pray for
students, parents, teachers and governors at these
stressful times. Ask God to strengthen Christian
teachers and educational leaders so they can be a
source of encouragement to those around them.

School and college inspectors Pray they will be
honest and fair in their judgements and sensitive and
encouraging in their feedback. Pray especially for
Christian inspectors, asking that God will use them for
His purpose.

School and college administrative staff,
caretakers, cooks, cleaners, etc Lift to the Lord all
who provide services in education which benefit
learners of all ages. Pray that their contribution is
never trivialised and that their professional and
personal needs are not overlooked. Thank God
especially for Christians in these positions and for their
witness in schools, colleges and universities.

All schools and colleges carry enormous public
expectations, as though they could save the world if
they were properly run. Pray that the standards and
values expected of schools will be backed up in family
and public life.

Chaplains working in schools, colleges and
universities Pray that they might bring God’s
guidance and comfort to those with whom they work.
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Prayers for groups contains longer
prayers and meditations which can be
used as they are or adapted to suit a
prayer meeting or an act of worship.
Please feel free to photocopy these

prayers for groups

A prayer for all Christians working in education

Lord of all things
We thank You for the women and men You have called to work in education.

Bless their hearts with Your love, joy and peace.

Season their words with Your patience, kindness and goodness.

Fill their minds with Your faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

When they respond to a broken-hearted child
Show them how to be big-hearted.

When they reach out to a rebellious teen
Remind them to be obedient to You.

When they advise a lonely mature student
Help them to be Christ Jesus to them.

When they meet with an angry parent
Let them see a child of God.

A prayer for positivity

When they give advice to a discouraged colleague Holy Spirit

Give them helpful and encouraging words.

Banish our spirit of criticism;

Replace it with a spirit of affirmation.
Help us to see the glass that is half full;
The essay that is half written;

When they speak to visitors and strangers
Grant them the gift of hospitality.

Amen .
The answer that is halfway correct.

Help us to see the many students with their hands up ...
Not just the few who are shouting out!

Banish our spirit of self-resignation;
Replace it with a spirit of determination.
Help us to be bold and tenacious;

A staffroom prayer To believe in ourselves;

To believe in our colleagues;

Heavenly Father

Whenever we feel broken or lost

Send us a comforter with a friendly voice.
Whenever those we work with feel broken or lost
May we be their voice of comfort.

Whenever we make mistakes
Help us to forgive ourselves
... Smile
... and move on.
Whenever those we work with make mistakes
Help us to forgive them
... to help them smile
... to help them move on.

Whenever we feel weak and tearful

Strengthen us so we can keep going.

Whenever those we work with feel weak and tearful
Strengthen us all so we can keep going together.

Amen

To believe in our God,
To believe that all things are possible.

Banish our spirit of procrastination;

Replace it with a spirit of energy and action.
Help us to get ourselves organised,

So we can do the things we said we would do.
Give us a sense of purpose and direction;

Help us to praise students and co-workers who keep going ...

Even when the going gets tough!

Amen






