












Prayers by date lists date-specific prayer
concerns so you can pray for meetings and
special events just before they take place.

prayers by date

May 2008
EurECA (European Educators’ Christian

Association) annual conference, entitled ‘Hope for
the Planet: Christian Education for a
Sustainable Future’, in Graz, Austria. Pray for the
keynote speaker, Dave Bookless (a former teacher
who works with the international Christian nature
conservation organisation A Rocha), for EurECA
Board members (including Rupert Kaye and John
Shortt), and for delegates from across the continent.
Remember especially Tim Irwin and Arthur Jones as
they represent ACT England. Thank God that ‘The
earth is the Lord’s and everything in it’ (Psalm 24:1).

Rupert Kaye represents ACT at a meeting 
of the Evangelical Alliance (EA) ‘Forum for Change’
Education cluster meeting in London. Pray for a sense
of shared vision, energy and purpose from the repre-
sentatives of various bodies including ACT, Christian
Schools’ Trust, EA, Scripture Union, The Stapleford
Centre and Youth for Christ.

Rupert Kaye is leading a practical seminar
entitled ‘Seven tips for highly effective behaviour
management’ for teaching assistants, teachers,
Sunday school teachers, youth club leaders and
parents at Bridge Chapel Centre, Heath Road,
Liverpool L19 4XR. The event is being hosted by
Merseyside ACT Group. Please pray for Rupert and
all those attending. For more details, visit the ‘Events’
section of the ACT website or contact Andy Langton
(T: 0151 281 0752 E: andylangton@onetel.com) 
or Tim Irwin (T: 01744 27962
E: tirwin@toucansurf.com)

ACT Scotland, CARE for Scotland and
Scripture Union are jointly organising a training day

31

31

8

1–4

in Glasgow entitled ‘A Curriculum for Excellence
and Spiritual Development’. Pray that many
Christian teachers will hear about and attend this
event. For more details, visit the ‘Events’ section of
the ACT Scotland website: www.actscotland.org.uk

June 2008
Uganda Christian Teachers’ Association

(UCTA) National Headteachers’ Conference. Shedrack
Musinguzi, UCTA National Coordinator, says: ‘Pray
for travelling mercies and many blessings for
everyone attending our annual conference. Pray that
our Christian teachers and headteachers who have
been transferred to new stations of operation this
academic year will find favour in the new environ-
ments and will find supernatural favour with God.
Pray also for God’s financial and human resource
provisions for UCTA.’

Rupert Kaye is leading a practical 
seminar entitled ‘Making a difference: how to be
a positive Christian witness in your school/
college workplace’ at Hope Baptist Church, Peverell
Corner, Peverell Park Road, Plymouth PL3 4QG. The
event is open to all Christians working in education,
including teachers, lecturers, teaching assistants,
lunchtime supervisors, librarians, headteachers and
principals. Please pray for Rupert and all those
attending. For more details, visit the ‘Events’ section
of the ACT website or contact Richard Simpson 
(T: 01752 780214 E: richsimpson@blueyonder.co.uk)

Alison MacTier is leading a quiet day
entitled ‘Finding rest and renewal’ for Christian
teachers, lecturers, teaching assistants, lunchtime
supervisors, librarians, headteachers and principals.
The event, at St John’s Church, Broadway,
Stratford, London E15 1NG, is being hosted by
Newham/East London ACT Group. Please pray for
Alison and all those attending. For more details, visit
the ‘Events’ section of the ACT website or contact
Frances Aubrey (T: 020 8257 0991
E: aubrey27@softhome.net)

21

14

1

ACT’s Board of Directors meets today in
Manchester. Pray for guidance encouragement and
inspiration.

July 2008
John Shortt (EurECA Travelling Secretary)

will be teaching at the annual summer school for
Christian teachers from the former Soviet Union in
Kiev, Ukraine. Ask that God will richly bless John and
all those attending.

Chris Hammersley, ACT Local Contact for
Bath, says: ‘Year 6 children from five schools in Bath
will be attending the 2by2 “It’s Your Move”
Summer Workshop at Widcombe Baptist Church.
Pray for the young people as they hear the story of
God’s people entering the promised land and then
think about their own move on to secondary school.
Pray for everyone – staff and students – who will be
making a new start next term.’

August 2008
AS and A2 examination results are

announced today. Pray for students who have:
exceeded expectations; achieved their predicted
grades; fallen short of their predicted grades; failed
one or more exams outright. Pray especially for
students who now need to reconsider their plans. Ask
that God will direct them and give their advisors
wisdom.

Gwyneth Jones says: ‘Thank God for 
the all-age Bandung Alliance International School
(www.baisedu.org) in Indonesia. It helps to answer
the need for education of the children of expat
Christians and one-third of its pupils are from the
local community. This excellent school needs more
teachers – please pray.’

GCSE and GNVQ examination results are
announced today. Ask God to help students to put
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Prayer requests We welcome prayer requests concerning
educational themes from Christians working in schools and
colleges in the UK and around the world. We also welcome news 
of answered prayers.

Prayer Diary deadlines Prayers for 1 September 2008
to 31 January 2009 ACT Now Prayer Diary and/or Prayer Diary
section of the ACT website to the ACT Office by 15 June 2008.

Prayers for 1 January to 31 May 2009 by 15 October 2008.
Prayers for 1 May to 30 September 2009 by 15 February 2009.

Prayer promise Although we cannot guarantee 
that every prayer received by ACT will be included in this 
Prayer Diary or posted on the ACT website (www.christian-
teachers.org.uk), we do promise that every prayer request 
will be prayed for.

their intense feelings of success, relief, disappointment
or failure into perspective – and to know that they are
loved, not for their exam grades, but because of who
they are. Pray that their teachers, friends and family
will find the right words to say.

September 2008
Alan Hewerdine, Senior Development Officer

for UCCF (Universities and Colleges Christian
Fellowship), says: ‘The UCCF Forum, the annual CU
leaders’ conference, takes place this week. Pray for the
launch of ‘FREE’, UCCF’s latest project to distribute
400,000 copies of a specially designed edition of
Mark’s Gospel on university campuses across the UK
this autumn.’

ACT Scotland annual business meeting and
celebration will take place on consecutive evenings.
The first, on Thursday 4 September will be held at the
Cairn Hotel, Blackburn Road, Bathgate EH48 2EL.
The second, on Friday 5 September will be held in
Inverness. Bernard Bowers, Chair of ACT Scotland,
says: ‘Join us for an evening of inspiration, prayer 
and fellowship as we celebrate the work and witness
of the Association and its members.’ Please pray that
both evenings are well attended. For more details,
visit the ‘Events’ section of the ACT Scotland 
website: www.actscotland.org.uk

ACT’s Board of Directors meets today in
London. Pray for guidance encouragement and 
inspiration.

National Conference for Christian Teachers
and Teaching Assistants at the Britannia Hotel,
Coventry. The title is ‘Life in all its fullness:
Christian perspectives on wholeness and
wellbeing’ and the main speaker is John Shortt. This
conference offers busy Christian teachers and teaching
assistants time to stop, think and reflect. Pray for the
delegates, speakers and organisers. For more details,
visit the ‘Events’ section of the ACT website.
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prayers for groups
Prayers for groups contains longer
prayers and meditations which can be
used as they are, or adapted to suit a
prayer meeting or an act of worship.

Please feel free to photocopy these
prayers.
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God the giver of hope, we ask for …
Health and well-being for pupils, teachers and support staff

Opportunities for churches to serve their local schools

Potential for physical, mental, social, emotional 
and spiritual growth for every child and young person

Encouragement for every child and member of staff

Harmony between children, staff, senior management and parents

Openings for Christians to share the fragrance of Christ through acts of kindness

Protection for vulnerable children and families

Expectations of progress, co-operation, success and participation

Amen

© 2008 Linda Chambers

God our Father, we pray for …
Hope in our nursery, primary and secondary schools

Hope for teachers, management and support staff

Hope for children and adults who struggle

Hope for young people who see no future

Hope for those who are lonely, sad or grieving

Hope in our classrooms and playgrounds 

Hope in all our schools and colleges 

Hope for 2008 – and the years beyond

Amen

© 2008 Linda Chambers

To mark Hope 2008, Linda Chambers (ACT Local 
Contact for Sheffield) has kindly submitted two prayers.
According to the Hope 2008 website (www.hope08.com),
Hope is about encouraging and enabling local churches
to work together in order to ‘raise their game’ and
better serve their local communities in 2008. Almost
1,400 villages, towns and cities across the UK will be
participating in Hope 2008.
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