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Editorial

THE BOOK A4 Vision with a Task: Christian Schooling for Responsive Discipleship edited by Gloria
Goris Stronks and Doug Blomberg has become widely read and much quoted, indeed a classic of its
genre. In his debut article in this issue of JECB, Clarence Joldersma takes up the key themes from
that book — unwrapping gifts, sharing joys and burdens, and seeking shalom — and seeks to advance
the discussion from the point at which Stronks and Blomberg left it. His proposal is that, as
Christians in education, we should look at such themes through the lens of social justice rather than
in the more individualistic way we are often prone to adopt. Joldersma concludes that, if we do this,
we will find the theme of seeking shalom to be the key one of the three and the framework within
which to address the other two. We can thereby, he argues, be more true to our Christian calling to be
world-transformative, having a new perspective on thinking about current issues in education, e.g.,
the school as a social structure and the relationship between school and society. (By the way, readers
may be interested to know that the full text of A Vision with a Task: Christian Schooling for
Responsive Discipleship can now be downloaded without charge from the website:
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/education/.)

The Christian calling to be world-transformative is presumably derived from the Bible. If so,
according to David I. Smith, it may come to us from the scriptures by a range of distinct but
overlapping and inter-related routes. In his article, Smith summarises findings from a research project
on ways of understanding the Bible’s possible influence upon education. He looks in turn at the Bible
as educational content, as a shaper of the teacher’s character, as a source of beliefs from which
inferences can be made, as a narrative for education and a source of metaphors for education, and at
the educational significance of the shape and process of the Old Testament canon. His proposals
indicate that the Bible is a much richer and more varied source for our thinking about educational
issues than we often reckon it to be. Perhaps we can become more effective as agents of
transformation in education if we read the Bible more for all that it is worth!

One of the ways of relating the Bible to education that David I. Smith proposes is through finding in
it metaphors that we can teach by. Also making their JECB debut in the pages of this issue, Samson
Makkhado and Dean Spalding make use of the biblical metaphor of hospitality in their article about
teaching in a multicultural classroom. They also explore the theme of community and bring to it
particular insights from an African context. They go on to argue that an understanding of the
interaction of the gospel and culture is important to the promotion of the re-orientation of the whole
life that Christian education should seek. Again they bring forward helpful examples form an African
context.

Makkhado and Spalding ground their study in the context of African life and culture but in it we can
find much that illuminates our thinking wherever in the world we may be seeking to engage in
transformative educational practice. Penny Thompson’s article may seem, at first sight, to focus on a
unique aspect in a particular context, that of legislation for religious education in England and Wales,
and to have little to say to those of us who work in very different contexts. However, she writes it as
a case study - indeed a cautionary tale - to alert us all to the ways in which the original intentions of
legislators may be frustrated through reinterpretation and even, she claims, misinterpretation of their
legislation. Thompson focuses on religious education but the scenario she portrays could apply also
to legislation for ethical education or citizenship education or education for spiritual, moral, social
and cultural development. Indeed no aspect of education policy-making is religiously neutral and
proposals for legislation for any aspect or any curriculum subject can be a battleground for
competing ideologies. If we regard our calling as Christians in education to be world-transformative
rather than world-avertive, then we will pray and work for that which is truly better for our children.

John Shortt& David 1. Smith
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